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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadter-General E. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 


G. O. No.3, Wasnixeton, January 25, 1875. 

As an exact record, in lawful form, of the baptisms, 
mariages, deaths, and funerals at which Chaplains 
have officiated may, at some time, prove of great im- 
portance to the parties concerned, or their descendants; 
and as many such cezemonies are performed also for 
citizens, in the absence of any proper civil officer, by 
military Chaplains whose records contain the only evi- 
dence thereot: 

It is therefore ordered, That Chaplains of the Army 
prepare a book and enter therein an accurate record of 
all marriages, baptismal, and funeral services which 
they may have performed, and may in future perform, 
both for civilians and persons in the military service at 
the posts at which they are stationed, or in the vicin- 
ity thereof, with such particulars relative to each case 
as may be of importance. This book must be con- 
sidered as a part of the records of the post, and will 
be subject to inspection by Inspecting Onticers. 

















ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


leeued from the War tment, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending January 27, 1875. 
Wednesday, January 20. 

Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
go beyond sea, is granted Assistant Surgeon C, L. 
Heizmann (New York City). 

Amended.—Transfer of Michael Christian, late unas- 
signed recruit, from the Missouri Penitentiary to the 
military-prison at Fort Leavenworth, to read Michael 
H. Christman, late private, B, Sixth Cavalry. 

So much of Special Orders No. 115, March 9, 1865, 
from this office, as dismissed First Lieutenant Wm. D. 
Pearne, Fifteenth New York Cavalry, is hereby 
amended to fix December 4, 1864, as the date of dis- 
charge. 

The leave of absence on Surgeon’s certificate of dis- 
ability granted Second Lieutenant D. H. Floyd, Ninth 
Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 184, August 22, 1874, 
from this office, is extended to May 1, 1875. 


[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on the following dates: Thursday, 
January 21, 1875, and Saturday, January 28, 1875]. 

Friday, January 22. 

To be discharged.—Recruit John R. Wilhelm, alias 
John Williams, H, Twentieth Infantry, now with his 
command; Private John Gilfeather, L, Fourth Cavalry, 
now in confinement at Fort Clark, Texas; Corporal 
Eli A. Emmons, Signal Service, now in confinement at 
Fort Whipple, Va., at the expiration of his term of 
confinement. 

Monday, January 25. 


Revoked.—Transfer of Private William J. Huggins, 
B, Eighth Infantry, to M, First Artillery; discharge of 
Recruit James E. Weston, General Service. 

To be discharged —Privates Frank Mansfield, General 
Service, now at Fort Whipple, Va.; Walter Stanton, 
alias William Slattery, E, Sixth Cavalry, now a de- 
serter at large; Hospital Steward Frederick Schultz, 
now at St. Louis, Mo., on furlough from Fort Snell- 
ing, Minn. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant H. 
H. Landon, Twenty-fifth Infantry (Fort Davis, Texas), 
in Special Orders No. 194, December 7, 1874, from 
Headquarters Department of Texas, is extended five 
months. 

Tuesday, January 26, 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
Surgeon Dallas Bache is temporarily assigned to duty 
at Baltimore, Md., as Attending Surgeon and Examiner 
of Recruits. 

On the recommendation of Chief of Engineers, Cap- 
tain William A. Jones, Corps of Engineers, is relieved 
from duty with Major H. L. Abbot, Corps of En- 
— and from temporary duty with Lieutenant- 

Jolonel Q. A. Gillmore, Corps of Engineers, and will 
report by letter to the Secretary of the Treasury for 
ow as Engineer of the Sixth Light-house District. 

© complete his record on the rolls, the muster out 
and discharge of First Lieutenant W. W. Jennings, 
42d Missouri Volunteers, dated June 28, 1865, is 
umended to discharge him August 8, 1865, he having 
been retained in service and on duty until that,.date 
under authority hereby confirmed. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
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SIX DOLLARS 


SINGLE COPIES, CENTS 





a en 
Companies ©, D, G, and I, Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Clark, 
Texat' to Fort Richardson, Texas. 
Companies E and K, Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Duncan, Texas, 
to Fort Sill, ee vay Fort McKavett, T 
mpeny ourth Cay » from For vet ‘exas, to 
Fort Richardson, Texas. : 
Companies A, D, £, F, and K, Ninth Cavalry, from Fort Con- 
cho, Texas, to Fort Clark, Texas. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Kamory ; Headquarters, New Orleans, La 

Seventh Cavalry.—Leave of absence for ten days, to 
take effect after the 1st proximo, was January 19 

ranted First Lieutenant Edward 8. Godfrey (Colfax, 

a.) 

Twenty-second Infantry.—Companies A and K were 
January 20 relieved from further duty at Jackson Bar- 
meng Pied and assigned to duty in the City of New 
Orleans. 

DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA 
Brig.-Gereral Alfred H. Terry : Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 

Seventeenth Infantry.—The Sec of War has 
designated this mentto be immediately armed with 
the Springfield rifles, calibre .45, with trowel bayonets 
and intrenching tools, for which requisition was Janu- 
ary 18 ordered to be made. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Briqadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Fort Riley.—The commanding officer Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kas., was ordered to send on January 23 a de- 
tachment of one non-commissioned officer and fifteen 
men to Fort Riley, Kas., for temporary duty at that 
post. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon L, 8. Tesson, 
U. 8. Army, was January 20 ordered to report without 
delay to the commanding officer Fort Leavenworth, 
Kas., for duty connected with the military prisou, and 
for such other duty at the post of Fort Leavenworth 
as he is capable of performing. 

Eighth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was January 7 granted to Secund Lieutenant George 
E. Pond (Fort Garland, C. T.) 

Responsibility for Property.—General Orders of Janu- 
ary 16, says: Hereafter, when officers detailed on duty, 
in either the Commissary or Quartermaster’s 
ment in this District, are solicited or directed to dis- 
pose of property for which they are responsible, in a 
manner not strictly in accordance with law and regu- 
lations, they will be careful to fortify their action by 
the written order of the post commander or other 
superior authority. It has been observed that officers, 
for whose benefit or at whose instance irregularities 
have been committed, are not always ready to sustain 
their subordinates when their action is questioned. 

Fort Garland, C. 7.—A correspondent writes us 
from this post, under date of January 3: Pempany. D, 
Fifteenth Infantry, gave a grees military ball during 
the holidays, which was well attended by the officers 
and their ladies of the garrison, and invitéd guests 
from the surrounding settlements, The preparations 
for the affair were conducted very quietly; but with a 
great deal of zeal by the men, and one would suppose 
trom the large quantity of evergreens brought in to the 
garrison, that a whole forest of holly and ivy was 
swept away for the good cause—all the paraphernalia of 
war was also brought into requisition to aid in making 
the ball room attractive. The supper arrangements 
were admirable, the company cook, whois a stanch 
American and an artist showing great skill, in the man- 
ner in which he garnished the dishes and decayated 
the table, which by the way seated upwards of two 
bundred and sixty persons. The quarters of the com- 
pany, First Sergeant, was set apart for the reception 
of the guests at the opening of the ball. All the officers 
of the post who bad taken an interest in is success 
were escorted through the rooms, and expressed them- 
selves highly pleased with every thing. The men in 
their neatly fitted uniforms, with their brass uniforms 
highly polished, made an effective appearance. 
Thez orchestra did their duty manfully and dis- 
course appropriate music during the night. The 
order was excellent throughout and the admirable 
ar. ements for the comfort of the attendants re- 
flected credit on First Sergeant Daniel O’Brien, who 
officiated as master of ceremonies. I am happy to say 
that [shave never witnessed in the Army during 15 
years service the like of this grand event. 

‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Briqadter-General EB. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Nw. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Albert Austin, 
Com D, was January 18 relieved frum temporary 
duty ef Camp Douglas and ordered to join his proper 
station. 

Third Cavalry.—Upon being relieved from the.dut 
in wilich he was then engaged, First Lieutenant A. H. 
vonjLuettwitz was January 18 ordered to proceed to 

p Robinson, and report, in person, for temporary 
duty with Company D. Second Lieutenant H Kk. 





y was same date relieved from duty at Sidney 
arracks, and ordered to join his company at Camp/| expeditions be sent out in this ¢ 
idan. 





Twenty-third Infantry.—Captain James Henton was 
January 21 detailed as an additional member of Gen- 
eral Court-martial. 

Captain Henry's Black Hills Expedition.—Under date 
of Camp Robinson, Neb., January be Ba <mage Guy 
V. Henry, Third Cavalry, made the following report 
to the Post Adjutant, Camp Robinson, of the expedi- 
tion to the Black Hills under his command : 

I have the honor to report that in accordance with 


Lieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan : Hdg’rt'rs New Orleans, La?) instructions to proceed to Elk Creek, on the eastern 


slope of the Black Hills, to expel a parity of miners 
reperton there—being governed in the matter by Gene- 
ral Sheridan’s order—l left Camp Robinson, Dec, 26th, 
1874, with my Company D, Third Cavalry, Lieutenant 
Carpenter, and twelve men of the Ninth try, and 
twelve wagous, and by twodays’ march reacued 
Sheridan where I was to receive an Indisn guide 
an interpreter. ‘The Indian called Failing,” or 
‘* Twenty Stars,” who had reported the presence of 
miners and had promised to conduct us to the pla 
refused to go, and no Indian could be persuaded to 
accompany us. A white guide (who had been. over 
the country and in it since 1849), as well as an inter- 
preter, was obtained. The latter was taken in case of 
meeting Indians, so that the object of our up cont be 
explained and no trouble caused. Follow ee 
River down to ‘‘ Wounded-Kuee Creek,” we 
the “‘ Bad Lands,” (Mauvaises Terres), bylAsh Springs, 
and thence across the Cheyenne River to Elk Creek, 
Dakota. Arriving there, no trace could be found of any 
trail on either side of the river, careful search bein 
made. The guide stated that this stream was the 
tributary of the Cheyenne from the eastern slope and 
the only means of getting into the Black Hills on. the 
eastern side, and as Elk Creek had no water, not, evea 
in holes, and no prospect of any for thirty miles be- 
yond, my command was obliged, in a severe storm, to 
return to the Cheyenne. @ were nearly opposite 
Bear Butte, which is the extreme north-east end of the 
Black Hills, and if miners are in the Hills they must 
have followed Custer’s trail and gone in from the north 
and west side. My intention was to have returned to 
Camp Robinson by following the Cheyenne, but defec- 
tive transportation, uncertain roads, and severity of the 
weather, with chances of a by a wr at pe 
stopping our progress, ma visable 
the came route, One wagon had to be abandoned aud _ 
five broke down. In returning it took three hours for 
the wagons to ascend one hill in the Bad Lands, The 
character of the country is as follows: White River 
well wooded and watered, but in summer, after heavy 
rains, the water cannot be drank o to foreign 
deposits. Water in tributaries is good, plenty of 
grass, and good stock country. ‘‘ Lands 
name indicates. Cheyenne River wooded and good 
water. Elk Creek wooded, but water only close "P to 
its head. Eastern slope of Black Hills abrupt. Foot 
Hills and streams filled with quartz. The command 
after the second day out experienced severe weather— 
the thermometer ranging between 20 ey 
below zero. The last day’s march toward Camp Rob- 
inson, was the worst of ol, —~ i. it —_ _ by 
chance coming upon a ranche unknown to us, a large 
portion of ap commpastl would have perished by freez- 
ing. Ambulances and wagons had to be sent out to 
this ranche, to bring in a number of men who were 
unable to ride from being frozen. Out of two officers 
and fifty men comprising the command, two officers 
and forty-five men are now under medical treatment. 
I am under obligations to Captain Jordan, Ninth 
Infantry, Post Commander, for prompt assistance ren- 
dered ; to Lieutenants Lee and Pease, Ninth Infantry, 
for accompanying the ambulances and wagons for the 
relief of my men; to Acting Assistant § 
Ridgely, for the great interest manifested in the per- 
formance of his uly in relieving the sufferings of my 
men. Mr. John H, Bridgman, the owner of the 
ranche at which we stopped, was very in render- 
ing prompt assistance to the suffering men. Lieut. 
Carpenter, Ninth Infantry, who accompanied my com- 
mand was efficient at all times. The men bore all 
their suffering during a two weeks’ absence without a 
murmur. In camp they were protected from 
only by having wall tents and Sibley stoves which 
had borrowed from the officers of the Ninth Infantry, 
at Camp Robinson, and I would ea 2 
mend their issue to troops in the field as well as iron 
tent pins, the wooden ones in winter -being -perfectly 
uselees. The command was absent fifteen days, and 
travelled two hundred and eighty (280) miles. A map 
of the country passed over wil] be forwarded. 
Cheyenne.—We take the following items from the 
Cheyenne Leader of Jan. 20th : Lieut. O’Brien, Fourth 
Infantry, and Lieut. Norris, Ninth Infantry, from Fort 
Laramie, and Lieutenants True and Brown, Fourth 
Infantry, from Fort Fetterman, are ordered to report 
at Omaha to assist in distributing material to the grass- 
hopper sufferers. Col. Stanton, U. S. Paymaster, re- 
turned to this city yesterday, being unable to 
beyond Fort Laramie on account of the extreme cold 
weather and the immense snow drifts. The cold was 
go intense that it was not considered safe to send men 
out in it, tocross the exposed country between there 
and Red Cloud. Gen. Ord has sme tv =a 
oer ie Dilip toehnee Lieut. J. H. Coale, Second 


Leave of absence for one month, wita permission to| Cavalry, has gone on @ leave of absence. At Fort 
apply for an extension of one month ahould he need it, + poe hy 


the officers are giving performances 








was qt mag re Cavier | and Toe f a en a winter 
Grover valry, : Assistant Tuspector- > Ww. e * there 
General, Bi ovening, in bp ae credible to a dizst class theatre, 








88 ;' 
eae nes 
Lieuts. Morton, Price, Seton, LaPoint and Miss Wyatt 
and Mrs. Mattison, Mrs. Price and Miss liarrett sus- 
tained the principal characters, and acquitted them- 
— with great credit. Captain Von Hermann is de- 
vering 





a course of lectures on the Franco-Prussian 

war, and military o ization in Germany: Other 

officers are also lecturing upon various subjects, and 

adding much to the general pleasure of the garrison. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 

Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Sizth GT” ap y M, Sixth Cavalry, left 
Camp Supply, Ind. T., = 1, and arrived and took 
station at Cheyenne Agency, January 10. 

oe of Stations.—On January 11 the Headquar- 
ters and Companies A, B, E, F, K, L, and M, were 
transferred to Fort Sill, Ind. T., and Companies C, D 
G, H, and I, to Fort Richardson, Texas, The personnel 


of the Headquarters and companies remaining at Fort | E 


Clark will not move until the arrival thereof the com- 
ies of the Ninth Cavalry from Fort Concho, when 
it will be put en route for its destination. Companies 
B, E, ©, and M, will be detached from their respective 
posts and ordered to report at Fort Concho by the ist 
of March, prepared in clothing and equipments for four 
months field service. Major J. K. Mizner, Fourth 
Cavalry, will be relieved from duty at Fort McKavett 
in time to proceed with the train of the personnel of 
his regiment to Fort Richardson, where he will report 
to the commanding officer for duty at that post. On 
the arrival of the companies of the Ninth Cavalry at 
Fort Clark, A. A. Surgeon I. J. Culver, U. 8. Army, 
will report to Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, Fourth Cav- 
alry, for daty with his command to Fort Sill. As soon 
_ after the arrival at Fort Concho of Major Morrow, 
Ninth Cavalry, with his command, as they can be = 
ten ready—proper re being had for the condition 
of the roads—Major Morrow and Companies A, D, E, 
F, and K, Ninth Cavalry, will be relieved from duty 
at Fort Concho, and will proceed without delay to Fort 
Ciark where they are assigned to duty. These com- 
panies will take with them ay Oe necessary clothing 
and equipment for four months field service. A. A. 
Surgeon I. J. Culver, U. 8. Army, will report to 
Major Morrow for duty with this command. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry —Leave of absence for one 
mouth, on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was Janu- 
ary 11 ted to First Lieutenant G. E. Albee (Fort 
Brown, Texas). 

Eleventh Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
convened at Fort Richardson, Texas, January 20. The 
following officers of this regiment were detailed for the 
court: Colonel W. H. Wood; Captains C. A. Wikoff, 
Joseph Conrad, Mason Jackson; First Lieutenants Ira 

. Quinby, R. 9: M., W.J. Kyle; Second Lieutenant R. 

. Hoyt. First Lieutenant W. N. Sage, Judge- 

Advocate. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward Thomas J. 

seme was January 13 ordered to Fort Concho, Texas, 
‘or duty. 

A board of medical officers, to consist of Assistant 
Surgeon W. H. Forwood, U. 8. Army, was ordered 
January 14 to convene at Fort Richardson, Texas, as 
soon as practicable, for the examination of Private 
Rudolph Werner, Company K, Eleventh Infantry, as 
to his qualification and fitness for the position of hos- 
pital steward, U. S. Army. 

A. A. Surgeon Rufus Choate, U. 8. Army, at Fort 
Griffin, Texas, was January 18 ordered to Fort Rich- 
ardson, Texas, for duty at that post; A. A. S D 
‘M. F. Leary, U. 8S. Army, will, upon arrival at Fort 
Concho, Texas, report for duty at that post; Assistant 
Surgeon Donald Jackson, U. 8. Army, was same date 
relieved from temporary duty at Department Head- 
— and ordered to Fort Concho, for temporary 

uty. 

Fort McKavett.—A General Court-martial was or- 
‘dered to convene at Fort McKavett, Texas, January 
20. Detail for the court: Major J. K. Mizner, Fourth 
Cavalry; Captains R. P. Wilson, Tenth Infantry; 
“William O’Connell, Fourth Cavalry; First Lieuténant 
Gregory Barrett, Jr., R. Q. M., Tenth Infantry; Second 
Lieutenant H. B. Chamberlain, Tenth Infantry. First 
‘Lieutenant E. O. Gibson, Adjutant, Tenth infantry, 
Judge-Advocate. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant C. A. Stedman 
was January 18 appointed J udge-Advocate of General 
Court-martial, vice Second Lieutenant H. H. Bellas, 
Fourth Cavalry, relieved. 


Fourth Cavalry.—Previous orders were January 18 
modified as follows: Company G, Fourth Cavalry, be- 
ing absent on a scout, the commanding officer sort 
Clark, Texas, will organize a detachment under Lieu- 
tenant Parker, from the Fourth Cavalry, from the 
band, and men left at the post, to accompany the bag- 
gage train from that post to Fort Sill. Company G, 
Fourth Cavalry, will be detailed for detached service 
instead of Company B, and will leave the column at 
Fort McKavett, where it will remain until further 
orders. Company M, Fourth Cavalry, will also remain 
at Fort McKavett until further orders. 

Eleventh Infantry .—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply to the Headquarters of the 
Army for an extension of two months, was Jan 18 
Kno. Captain E. C. Bowen (Fort Richardson, 

‘exas). 

Colonel MacKenzie’s Expedition.—The following com- 

and officers composed the column commanded 

y Colonel R. 8. MacKenzie, Fourth Cavalry, in per- 
son, in the expedition against the confederated hostile 
Comanche, Kiowa, Arapahoe, and Cheyenne Indians: 

Colonel RK. 8. MacKenzie, Fourth Cavalry, command- 
ing; First Lieutenants D. A. Irwin. Fourth mrss 
re Adjutant; H. W. Lawton, Fourth Cavalry, A. 


1. A, Fourth Cavalry—Capt. E. aw 
« pont, Fine Liesionans Wok tae so . 
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2. Company D, Fourth Cavalry—Captain John Lee, 
Second Lieutenant W. C. Miller. 

8. Company E, Fourth Cavalry—Capt. Peter Boehm, 
First Lieutenant Callahan, Second Lieutenant Hatfield. 

4. Company F, Fourth Cavalry—Commanded by 
Second Lieutenant A. E. Wood. 

Detachment Company G, Fourth Cavalry—Com- 
manded by Second Lieutenant W. C. Miller. 

5. Company H, Fourth Cavalry—Captain 8. Gun- 
ther, First Lieutenant H. Sweeney, Second Lieutenant 
7 Company I, F Cavalry—Captain N. B 

. Company I, Fourth Cavalry—Captain N. B. 
Laughlin, )  & Lieutenant M. Leeper. 

7. Company K, Fourth Cavalry—Captain E. Heyl, 
First Lieutenant H. H. Crews, Second Lieutenant J. 
A. McKinney. r 

8. Company L, Fourth Cavalry—Capt. Theo. Wint, 
gg tl — L. Warrington, Second Lieutenant A. 


Battalion of Infantry—Major Anderson, Tenth Infan- 
try, ne 

Company I, Tenth Infantry—Captain John Parke, 
First Lieutenant John Drum, Second Lieutenant C.S 
Burbank. 

Company A, Tenth Infantry—Captain Lacey, Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Duggan. 

Company C, Tenth Infantry—First Lieutenant Kel- 
ton, Second Lientenant Lark. 

Company H, Tenth Infantry—Captain Hampson, 
Second Lieutenant Cranston. 

Company H, Eleventh Infantry—First Lieutenant 
Hoffman, Second Lieutenant Kislingbury. 

Second Lieutenant Burbank, Tenth Infantry, Adju- 
tant of the Infantry Battalion. 

Second Lieutenant Cranston, Acting Commissary of 
Subsistence. 

Second Lieutenant W. C. Miller, Fourth Cavalry, 
commanding Detachment, Company G, Fourth Cav- 


alry. 

First Lieutenant Thompscn, Fourth Cavalry, com- 
manding Ton-ka-wa Indians and Seminole Negro 
scouts. 

A. A. Surgeons Wolf, Choate, and Leary, also ac- 
companied the command. 

The companies composing the command were drawn 
from Forts Duncan, on the Rio Grande, Clarke, Mc- 
Kavett, and Conchoe. The companies from Duncan 
and Clark, having marched over four hundred miles 
to reach their Supply Camp, and to get within striking 
distance of the Indians. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General 1. McDowell ; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

First Artillery.—Leave of absence for two months on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability, with permission to 
leave the limits of the Division, was January 18 granted 
First Lieutenant J. H. Counselman, Adjutant (Charles- 
ton, 8. C.) 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon W. T. Owsley, 
U. 8. Army, was January 19 ordered to Opelika, Ala., 
to relieve A. A. Surgeon J. T. Warnock, b: 8. Army. 
whose contract will then be annulled by the post com- 
mander. 

Highteenth Infantry. —A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Columbia, 8. C., January 26. The 
following officers of this regiment were detailed for the 
court: Captains Morgan L. Ogden, Thomas J. Lloyd» 
First Lieutenants Carroll H. Potter, adjutant, Henry 
H. Adams, James H. Baldwin, Quartermaster, Robert 
F.. Bates; Second Lieutenant Jobn H. Todd. First 
Lieutenant George N. Bomford, Judge-Advocate. 

Sixteenth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Nashville, Tenn., January 27. 
The following officers of this regiment were detailed 
for the court: Colonel G. Pennypacker; Captains D. 
M. Vance, W. G. Wedemeyer; First Lieutenants 
Henry C. Ward, Charles H. Noble, George H. Palmer; 
Second Lieutenant Charles R. Tyler. irst Lieuten- 
ant W. H. Clapp, R. Q. M., Judge-Advocate. 














MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdq’rirs, New York. 


Officers Registered. —The following officers were regis- 
tered at Headquarters Military Division of the ‘Atlan. 
tic, for the week ending January 26, 1875: Lieutenant- 
Colonel S. B. Hayman, U. 8. Army; Second Lieuten- 
ants Charles F. , Second Cavalry; Wm. P. Hall, 
Fifth Cavalry; First Lieutenant G. A. Goodale, 
Twenty-third Infantry; Major 8. C. Lyford, Ordnance 
Department; Second Lieutenant G. B. Walker, Sixth 
we Captain 8. 8. Elder, First Artillery; Major 
J. A. Yard, Twentieth Infantry; Captain H. M. Wes- 
sels, Jr., Third Cavalry. 

An Illegal Sentence. —Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Fort McHenry, Md., of wi ich Cap- 
tain Joseph G. Ramsay, Second Artillery, is president, 
was arraigned and tried: Private August Nusky, Bat- 
tery B, Fourth Artillery, on the charge—‘ Desertion.” 
The accused was foun ilty and sentenced “ To be 
| car seager oe | discharged the service of the United 
States, forfeiting all pay and allowances, and to be 
confined, in su tary penitentiary as the Com- 
ae Cae may eer vad the period - one 
year.” The proceedings an: g8 are approved, with 
a remar' a a ey coniinement ina 
“ mili pe ary.” ere being no such place 
asa‘ kery pealtentiary, and confinement in an 
— or a pure) military offence y 

twas at. first _— to. re-convene the court for 
the amendment of the sentence. The difficulties which 
have heretofore presented emeven, and the expense 
and delay which such a. course w now involve, 
have induced the reviewing authority to forego this ip- 





tention. It, therefore, becomes necessary to act upon 
the sentence in its present form. When a sentence is 
divisible into distinct parts, and one of these is con- 
trary to law, it is within the power of the reviewing 
authority to give effect to that which is legal, setting 
aside the illegal part. To do so in this instance, how- 
ever, would be simply to place the deserter legally in 
the position which he illegally sought to attain. 
On the other hand, a sentence conforming to law can- 
not be substituted by the reviewing authority for one 
which is contrary to law. The substitution of one 
punishment for another can only be resorted to in ex- 
erciseof the power of mitigation, but a sentence can- 
not be mitigated until it has been confirmed, and its 
comfirmation rests upon its legality. It is, accord- 
ingly, neither within the power of the reviewing 
authority to confirm the illegal part of a sentence for 
the purpose of giving it a legal effect by mitigation, 
nor to supply this absence of power by confirming the 
sentence with the exception of the illegal part, substi- 
tuting for the latter a punishment which would have 
been legal. When a sentence, or part of a sentence, 
is contrary to law, it is void, and, unless amended on 
a re-assembling of the court, must be disapproved. 
The sentence inthis case is, therefore, disapproved. 
Private Nusky will be released from confinement and 
restored to duty. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC, 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: Hdq'rs San Francisco, Cal. 


First Cavalry .—Captains Reuben F. Bernard, Camp 
Bidwell, Cal., James Jackson, Fort Klamath, Oregon, 
Henry Wagner, Camp McDermit, Nevada, and Camillo 
C. C. Carr, Camp Halleck, Nev., of the First Cavalry, 
and the enlisted farriers at the posts named, were or- 
dered January 13 to report at Division Headquarters 
without delay for special duty, on completion of which 
they will return to their respective stations. 

Quartermaster’ s Department.—Leave of absence for 
two months, to take effect February 1, 1875, has been 
granted Colonel Robert Allen, Assistant Quartermas- 
ter-General, Chief Quartermaster, Military Division of 
the Pacific, with permission to go beyond the limits of 
this Military Division, and apply to Headquarters of 
the Army for an entension of ten months. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Medical Department —Hospital Steward John Carlsen 
was January 13 ordered to Point San Jose, for duty 
until the expiration of his present enlistment. 

Payment of Zroops.—Instructions were January 15 
Prd HA Brantz Mayer, Paymaster, U.S. Army, 
to pay troops at posts in San Francisco Harbor, Beni- 
cia Barracks and Arsenal, Cal., to December 31, 1874. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brig.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Payment of 1100ps.—Major and Paymaster William 
A. Rucker was January 5 ordered to pay the troops to 
include the muster of December 31, 1874, at Fort Van- 
couver, including the detachment of Company M, 
Fourth Artillery, and at Vancouver Arsenal. 

edical Department.—A. A. Surgeon Henry K. Dur- 
aan December 31 assigned to duty at Fort Walla 
Walla. 

Fourth Artillery —First Lieutenant John A. Lundeen, 
with Second Lieutenant Montgomery M. Macomb and 
the detachment Company M, at Fort Vancouver, were 
December 29 ordered to proceed by the first steamer, 
en route to Alaska, and take station at Fort Wrangel 
until further orders, from which point Lieutenant 
Lundeen will report to Captain Joseph A. Campbell, 
commanding in Alaska, for instructions. Second 
Lieutenant Alexander B. Dyer, at Fort Wrangel, will 
return to his detachment to the military post of Sitka 
by the present steamer, but will himself remain at 
Wrangel until the next trip of the steamer. The mili- 
tary station at Fort Wrangel will be known as a depen 
dency of the post of Sitka, Alaska 

Fort Walla Walla.—A General Court-martial was to 
convene at Fort Walla Walla, Wash. T., January 12. 
Detail for the court: Captains Stephen G. Whipple, 
Moses Harris, First Cavalry; First Lieutenants Frank 
K. Upham, Henry N. Moss, First Cavalry; John M. 
Ross, Twenty-first Infantry; Thomas Garve , First 
Cavalry; Second Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoag, ‘T'wenty- 
first Infantry. Second Lieutenant Peter 5S. Bomus, 
First Cavalry, Judge Advocate. aaa : 

7 Department.—Leave of absence for one 

Poe poo « permission to leave the limits of the De- 
artment, and to apply to the Division Headquarters 
for an extension for one month, and to the War De- 
rtment for a further extension for three months, was 
anuary 6 granted Assistant Surgeon J. O. Skinner 


(Fort Lapwai, I. T.) 








NERAL FREMONT is said to have grown old very 
ragidly, His form is bent and his face deeply wrinkled. 
His hair and whiskers are thickly strewn with gray. 








on Times has intelligence that the Emperor 
<a tnton ied on the 17th inst. His successor to the 
throne is a Prince five years of age. There has beea 
no disorder. According to the Pall Mali Gazette’s in- 
formation it is not certain who will succeed the de- 


ceased Emperor. 


ashington despatch of the New 
York Herald, ur. Yogan” Chairman of the Senate 
Military Committee, says that it will not be possible at 
this session to do anything toward reorganizing the 
Army. He is opposed to piecemeal legislation on the 
subject Senator Logan favors the retirement of 
General Meigs from the office of Quartermaster-General 
and the substitution ot General Ingalls, who is know 
as General Grant’s intimate friend, us 
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THE NAVY. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Press reports from Hong Kong to date of Dec. 12th 
gay: ‘* The United States ship Ashuelot was seriously 
damaged in a collision at Shanghai. The United 
States steamship Saco left Shanghai, Nov. 28, for a 
seven months’ cruise. The American Minister, Mr. 
Avery, and the pmeneee Minister, Zanangiwara, were 
received by the Emperor of China on the 29th of 
Novembe:.” 

News from Panama, Jan. 16th, is to the effect that 
the men who came out in the United States steamer 
Fortune, under Professor Rock, to determine by astro- 
nomical observations and cable communication with 
Washington the correct latitude and longitude of Pan- 
ama, having finished their work here, returned to the 
former place to make similar observations there. Pro- 
fessor Rock and ihe members of his party were well 
received in Panama. 

Unitep States steamer Kansas left Key West, Nov. 
26th, for Havana; sailed thence, 28th, for Cape Hay- 
tien, and arrived Dec. 3d; thence to Samana Bay; ar- 
rived 7th; found Ossipee there; all well. Sailed for 
Curacoa Island and arrived Dec. 13th. Sailed for 
Puerto Cabello and arrived 18th. Left for Laguayra 
the 2ist and arrived the 22d; rebellion subsiding. Left 
same day for Aspinwall and arrived Dec. 27th. Left 
for Havana Jan. 2d and arrived the 9th; left there the 
18th and arrived at Key West 19th. Officers and crew 
all well. 

Tne following naval items are from the Panama 
Star and Herald of Jan. 16th: The U. 8. steamer For- 
tune sent out by the Hydrographic Bureau, which left 
Aspinwall for Kingston on the 11th, having met heavy 
weather outside, returned to port on the 12th, to 
take in more coal. She will sail again to night or as 
soon after as coaled. The U. 8S. steamer Omaha was 
at Talcahuano on the 23rd of December and would sail 
thence for Valparaiso on the 26th to await there the 
arrival of the fiag-ship Richmond, Admiral Collins, ex- 
pected early in January. 

DesPaTcHEs to the Navy Department from Rear- 
Admiral Leroy, dated at Montevideo, Dec. 3, report 
the health of the vessels of the station good. The 
Wasp was to leave Montevideo Dec. 4 for Asuncion, 
having on board General Caldwell, the new Minister 
to Paraguay. Captain Aaron K. Hughes is detached 
from the command of the Pensacola and ordered to re- 
port in Washington for examination for promotion. 
Captain Bancroft Gherardi is ordered to command the 
Pensacola, Commander F. M. Ramsey is detached 
from the command of the Ossipee and placed on wait- 
ing orders. Lieutenant R. B. Bradford is detached 
from the Franklin and ordered home. Ensign F. §. 
Bassett is ordered to the Brooklyn. 

Press reports from Japan say that much comment 
was excited in Yokohama by the extraordinary dispo- 
sition of a case made by the Consul General of the 


United States. A sailor belonging to the United States | P 


steamship Lackawanna was brought before the Consu- 
lar Court, charged with drunkenness and assault. On 
being questioned as to the place of his nativity, he re- 
plied that he was born in Liverpool; thereupon the 
Consul General sent him before the British Court, 
where he was fined. The same man had been pre- 
viously tried and punished for a similar offence by the 
Consul General of the United States, whose refusal to 
exercise jurisdiction in the present case is attributed 
to a quarrel with Captain McCauley, of the Lacka- 
wanna, previously reported. 

News from Yokohaina to Dec. 19th says: ‘‘ At the 
date of the observations here of the Transit of Venus, 
the weather was clear throughout Japan, except at 
Nagasaki, where the observations of the American as- 
tronomers were partially obscured. Thoroughly suc- 
cessful observations were made by the French at 
Hiogo, the Germans and Mexicans at Yokohama, the 
Russians at Hakodadi, and the Japanese, assisted by 
the English operators attached to the Board of Works. 
The Yeddo Government aftorded all possible facilities 
to the several parties of astronomers, and consented to 
the combinations of the various telegraph lines for 
their use. Many photographic views were taken by 
the Japanese. The Mikado witnessed the transit from 
his own grounds, through instruments erected and su- 
perintendied by Lieutenant Day, of the United States 
Navy.” 

Tue United States surveying party to explore the 
nature of the route between Panama and Aspinwall 
for a.canal arrived at the latter port on the 14th, per 
steamship Acapulco, and were to begin their labors in 
afew days. <A despatch to the Associated Press from 
Washington, D. C., says: ‘‘The Inter-Oceanic Com- 
mission, which was some time ago organized for the 
purpose of examining and reporting upon the most 
practicable route for the proposed canal, are now 
awaiting an instrumental examination of the Isthmus 
of Panama, which is thought to be necessary for the 
purpose of demonstrating with exactness the informa- 
tion necessary to be obtained, before a near approach 
can be made to a report upon the subject. 
This, it is thought, will not consume much t' ne, and 
probably in the course of two months a report of the 
examination now being made will be in possession of 
the commission.” 


_ Now that the New York Commissioners of Educa- 
tion have furnished the necessary supplies for the nau- 
tical training ship, St. Mary’s, the voys have begun 
their course of studies. During the past week an addi- 
tional number of boys have been examined and are 
now waiting the examining surgeon’s certificate, and 
that of one of the special Commissioners of the Board 


of Education. Quite a number of applicants have 
been admission on the ground of physical un- 
fitness. Although the ship can provide for two hun- 


,| number. 


dred boys, it is not deemed necessary now to take that 
But before the St. Mary’s goes to sea the va- 
cancies will be filled up by applicants from Brooklyn, 
who are very anxious to be admitted to the school. 
The uniform adopted consists of the ordinary blue 
shirt with an anchor on the collar, blue pantaloons and 
round blue cap with anchor on the brow. The boys 
are now being instructed daily in taking soundings, 
knotting, and splicing, and other rudiments of seaman- 
ship. They are also taught to read and write each day 
by special instructors. 

CarTatn THomas U. Harris, of the Navy, died at 
the Naval Asylum in Philadelphia, on the 24th, after 
a brief illness. Captain Harris was born in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1823, and entered the Navy from that State in 
1841. He was first attached to the Brazil squadron, 
but returned to the home squadron in 1843, serving in 
the Portsmouth till 1847, when he was promoted to be 
passed midshipman and ordered to the Pacific. In 
1849 he was ordered to the Naval Observatory at Wash- 
ington, and returned to the Pacific squadron in 1851. 
In 1855 he was promoted to be master and commis- 
sioned lieutenant in 1857. In 1861 he served on the 
steam sloop Powhatan, and the next year he was com- 
missioned lieutenant-commander and went on special 
duty on the Kearsarge. He commanded the gunboat 
Chippewa, of the South Atlantic blockading squadron, 
in 1863, and participated in the attacks on Fort Wag- 
nerin July of that year. The next year he was in 
command of the steam gunboat Yantic, of the North 
Atlantic squadron, and participated in both attacks on 
Fort Fisher. He was commissioned commander in 
1866, and ordered to the Philadelphia Navy-yard, 
where he remained till 1869. His commission as cap- 
tain dated from December 12, 1872 (and he was given 
the command of the St. Mary's), but his last cruise wag 
in 1866, after a sea service of twenty years. 

THE newspapers discovered in the message of the 
President recommending an increased appropriation 
for the Ordnance Bureau of the Army, to alter and 
experiment with heavy guns, a preparation for war 
with Spain. Numerous rumors were started setting 
forth that large quantities of naval supplies were being 
concentrated at Key West, and that a number of war 
vessels had been ordered to rendezvous at that station. 
Of course they were all totally without foundation. 
No supplies of that character have been sent to Key 
West for the past twelve months. During the excite- 
ment consequent upon the Virginius trouble, large 
quantities of supplies were concentrated at Key West. 
Since then those supplies have been vag moons A drawn 
from for the use of the South American squadron, the 
vessels in the Gulf, the Mississippi, and the station at 
Pensacola, and no addition has been made to them. 
No concentration of vessels is contemplated at Key 
West, and recently vessels have been ordered from 
that vicinity to Rio Janeiro. No movements of vessels 
have been ordeted recently by the Navy Department 
with special reference to affairs in the West Indies. 
The statements concerning the concentration of vessels 
and supplies at Key West were made with unusual 
ersistence, and were attributed to naval officers high 
in authority, and to other persons who are supposed to 
have intimate knowledge of the purposes of the Ad- 
ministratiou. Probably the whole story was the 
invention of a clique of Cuban bondholders who have 
a delusive hope that some sensation may be invented 
which will givetheir bonds a temporary value. 

THE Panama Star and Herald of Jan. 16th, says: 
We regret to learn by a telegram from Aspinwall that 
Ensign Thomas C. Spencer, of the hydrographic 
force under Prof. Rock, and whom we saw so lately 
engaged in the observatory erected in this city, assist- 
ing in astronomical observations, was found dead in 
the closet of the Washington House at a quarter past 
six on the morning of the 13th instant. When the 
body was found there by one of the servants, the can- 
dle which he took to light himself down was still burning 
It was known that he retired the night before in ap- 
parently perfect health at about 11 o'clock. We need 
scarcely say that Mr. Spencer, during the short time 
he was in Panama, gained the esteem of all those who 
made his acquaintance. He entered the U. 8. Navy in 
July, 1866, and was made Ensign in July, 1871, having 
thus been seven years and five months in active ser- 
vice. He was a native of Ohio. We sympathize with 
his relations and friends in the United States, to whom 
the news of his early and unexpected death abroad 
must be of that painful nature which admits of so little 
consolation. As we said before, we are sure we repre- 
sent the feelings of regret of all who knew him in 
Panama. Ensign Spencer was buried at Monkey Hill 
at 5 o’clock Pp. M., on the 13th. His remains were at- 
tended by a detachment of sailors who acted as pall 
bearers, as well as by the officers and crew of the U. 8. 
steamer Fortune and the several Consuls, also by the 
officers and cadets from the steamer Colon, and by a 
number of prominent citizens of Aspinwall. A post 
mortem examination by Asst. Surgeon J. C. Boyd of 
the Fortune and Drs. Badger and Spinner of Aspin- 
wall, and Dr. Davis of the steamship Colon showed 
the cause of death to be cerebral apoplexy. Mr. Spen- 
cer was only 26 years of age, but had already won dis- 
tinction for great bravery and humanity, having saved 
two men from drowning at great personal risk during the 
cruise of the Fortune on the Mexican Coast, last year. The 
Secretary of the Navy in commenting on Mr. Spencer’s 
self devotion, in an official letter to him, says: ‘‘ You 
displayed such bravery, personal valor and humanity, 
as to excite as well the admiration of all who witnessed 
as of all who may hear of your deeds.” ‘‘In addition 
you are mentioned as being in every respect an officer 
of rare merit.” To his brother officers the lossis a 
very bitter one. To great force of character Mr. 
Spencer added a modesty, frankness, and amiability 
of temper which made him universally beloved. Mr. 
Spencer was ason of Surgeon Spencer, U. 8. Navy. 





His widowed mother lives ir Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
remains were interred by the side of the grave of 


Lieutenant T. N. Strain, U. 8. Navy, at Mont Hope 
Cemetery. > 





NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


ner 21.—Captain Bancroft Gherardi, to command the 
ensacola. ; 

Ensign F. S. Bassett, to the Brooklyn on the 26th inst. 

JANUARY 22.—Passed Assistant Engineer Samuel Gragg, to the 
Navy-yard, Norfolk. 

JANUARY 23.—Captain Wm. G. Temple, to the Navy-yard, New 
York, on the 1st February next. : 

heceient Surgeon John 8. Bagg, to the Naval Hospital, Chel- 
sea, Mass. 

Chief Engineer P. A. Rearick, to the Ossipee per steamer of 
27th inst. from New York. 

JANUARY 2%.—Assistant Engineer A. F. Dixon, to the Fortune 
per steamer of 30th inst, 

DETACHED. 

January 21.—Captain Aaron K. Hughes, from the command of 
the Pensacola, and ordered to proceed to Washington and report 
for examination for promotion. 

Commander F. M. say has reported his arrival home, hav- 
ing becn detached from the command of the Ossipee on the 4th 
inst., and has been placed on waiting orders. 

Lieutenant Royal B. Bradford, from the Franklin, European 
Station, and ordered to proceed home and report arrival. , 

JANUARY 22.—Lieutenant-Commander F. J. Higginson, from 
the Naval Rendezvous, and ordered as executive on board the 
7 = — -F postes. umn ‘ thet 

a8 ssistant Engineer R. W. igan, from the Navy- 
Norfolk, and placed on waiting ers. rye, 

January 23.—Chief Engineer Joseph Trilley, from the Ossipee 
on the reporting of his relief, and ordered return home and 
report arrival. 

ANUARY 25.—Passed Assistant Engineer C. H. Greenleaf, from 
the Bureau of Steam Engineeriog, and ordered to special duty 
with Chief Engineer Loring at New York. . 


REVOKED. 

JANUARY 23.—The orders of Lieutenant Richard M. Cutts to 
the Portsmouth, and ordered to take Pag in the steamer of 
30th inst. for Yokohama, Japan, for duty in the Asiatic Squad- 
ron. 

The orders of Master John P. Wallis to the Asiatic Station, 
and to report for duty on board the Portsmouth, 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported te 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending January 25, 1875 : 
Thomes Flood, ship’s cook, January 17, U. 8. steamer. Brook- 
lyn, at Norfolk. . 
——e =e, acting assistant surgeon, January 21, at Wash- 
ton, D. C. 
ohn Lockwood, landsman, January 17, Naval Hospital, Chel- 


sea. 
i Tome C. Harris, captain, January 24, Naval Asylum, Phila- 
elphia. 


A Circutar from the Fourth Auditor’s Office calls the 
attention of officers of the Navy travelling in foreign coun- 
tries and under orders to a decision of the Second Comp- 
troller, that the rules which were in force prior to the 
passage of the law repealing mileage will be continued, and 
the seme allowances as heretofore will be made to rs 
travelling in foreign countries under orders. his decision 








is concurred in by the Secretary of the Navy, who says that 
he did not intend the Department circular of July 1, 1874, 
to apply to travel in foreign countries. The which 


were in force prior to the law repealing mileage, allowed 
only the following items for expenses of officers travellin 
in foreign countries: Fares on railroads, steamboats, an 
packets ; hack and other conveyance for self and .:) 
to and from points of arrival and departure ; and reason- 
able charges for extra baggage. In addition to the above, 
one dollar per day, in gold, for ery absolutely necessary 
to await sailing of steamers and 4 toe of trains ; but 
no hotel bills allowed. All claims for the above expenses 
are to be adjusted at the Office of the Fourth Auditor, and 
are not to be paid by disbursing officers without reference 
to the Auditor. 

The Second Comptroller also calls attention in a letter 
dated January 11, to the manner in which purchases are 
not ———- made by Paymasters of ships and stations 
abroad. In several accounts recently under settlement, the 
Paymaster cf the ship appears to have made the pur 
of such articles as were needed from the Pa: acting 
as Storekeeper at the station when the ship was taking in 
her — making out the bill in the Storekeeper’s name, 
and the Paymaster of the ship paying over the money to 
the Storekeeper, taking his receipt in aggregate therefor, 
as if he (the re were the merchant or dealer 
supplying the goods. is manner of purchasing supplies, 
the Comptroller decides, is very objectionable, and cannot, 
he says, be allowed to continue. If the Paymaster of a 
ship makes a requisition upon a Storekeeper for stores that 
he has not on hand, the Storekeeper should either make the . 
purchase himself, taking up the amount in his accounts, 
and turn them over to the Paymaster of the ship, taking 
his pore therefor, or else the ab gg te of the ship, in 
making the purchase, should furnish the original in 
detail, properly receipted by the original dealer furnishing 
the supplies. Either of the indicated may be 
adop as in either case the original bills and receipts 
‘will come to the accounting officers for adjustment. 








A MAGNIFICENT necklace and ear-drops of diamonds 
were received on Wednesday at the New York 
Custom-house, for delivery to Mrs. Thomas W. Fitch, 
née Miss Minnie Sherman. They weré sent by the 
Khedive of Egypt as a wedding present to the daughter 
of General Sherman, in token of his appreciation of 
the advice concerning the reorganization and discipline . 
of officers for his army given by the General during 
his visit to Cairo in 1873. They were forward 
through Oppenheimer Brothers, the Paris banke 
and were consigned to Drexel, Morgan and Co., o' 
New York. The necklace is a perfect mass of 
diamonds, artistically strung, and with still 
diamonds hanging down at intervals in the form of 
pendants. The ear-rings are composed of a number of 
the largest sized diamonds arranged to match the 
necklace. Both are contained in a superb jewel case 
of velvet and are accompanied by a congratulatory 
letter from the Khedive. Passed Assistant 
Fitch, accompanied by several of his wife’s relatives, 
called at the Custom-house and viewed the present. 
All who saw it A+ fame in their ns 
of admiration. It still remains in possession of Deputy 
Collector Lydecker, pending the conclusion of some 
formalities necessary to its delivery. re- 
cently, by a joint resolution, authorized Mr. Fitch 





to receive it. _ Its value is $150,000 or more. 

















“" REPORT OF ADMIRAL D. D. PORTER. 
Wasurrcror, D. C., November 6, 1874.. 


Se: In conformity with the regulations and special 
i, F 

a atiens 5 herewith my report in regard to 
The most int event to our Navy during the 


pest Prag was the assembling of the several squadrons 
in the West Indies, where fleet-evolutions were con- 
ducted under the command of Rear-Admiral Case. 

Perhaps nothing could have occurred more instruc- 
tive to officers and men, or better calculated to im- 
= the discipline and efficiency of the service; and 

this assembling of vessels could take place oftener, 
it would be greatly to the advantage of the Navy. 

On such occasions a spirit of emulation is awakened 
among the crews of the different ships, and strangers 
who witnessed the late evolutions were much impressed 
with the rapid manner in which raw ctews were dis- 

ned and manceuvred both on shore and afloat. 

is may in a great measure be ascribed to the sys- 
tem taught at the Naval Academy, which, if it does 
not produce practical seamen with the facility of the 
old method, certainly gives an education that will in 
the long run make better officers. 

great pains to keep fully informed of every- 

thing that related to the West India fleet, and while 
well impressed with its personne’, I regret to say that 
the fleet showed itself very unsuitabie for war pur- 
poses, either to contend aguinst the improved class of 
vessels now being construcied by all foreign powers, 
or to cut up an enemy’s commerce. 

In the first place, nearly all our ships were of wood, 
unprovided with improved ordnance, and only one or 
two having a speed of ten knots. Now, even the 
heaviest war-vessels built in Europe far surpass this 
speed when fitted for sea. 

I need scarcely say that officers of the Navy, who 
expect to take part in any conflict that may arise 
between our country and a foreign power, look with 
anxiety for an lemgoovemeat in our ships, more particu- 
larly since the West India drill made it apparent to 
the youngest of them that our combined force of 
vessels was incapable of a successful encounter with 
a fleet one-fourth as large built on modern principles. 

Indeed, one such ship as the British iron-clad Invin- 
cible cag to go through a fleet like ours and put the 
vessels de combat in a short time, for she could 
either run them down or destroy them at long range 
with her heavy rificd guns. 

We have no ordnance that would make any impres- 
sion on such a ship at a distance of over six hundred 

s, and no vessel of equal speed in our Navy 
would be placed under her fire by a prudent com- 
mander. 

I state facts that are known not only to our own, but 
to foreign officers who are visiting among ur, and who 
in the performance of their duties transmit such infor- 
mation to their governments. I do not, therefure, 
consider that I am betraying our weakness, which is 
already too weil known to every nation but ourselves. 

Our people are under the impression that we have 
formidable ships and are incurring large expenditures 
to maintain a Navy, while in fact we have none of the 
former, and our expenditures are small when compared 
with those of other nations who have less extensive 
coasts and fewer interests at stake, for we are the 
second commercial country in the world, with princi- 
ples to defend and rights to maintain which are 
certainly of more importance than a few millions of 
dollars. 

The disbursement of money for building and equip 
ping vessels of war, instead of being a tax on the peo- 
ple, is really an encouragement to the working classes, 
enabi them to live whiie contributing by their 
skilled labor toward the defence of their country, 

When Captain Ericsson built the first monitor the 
days of wooden and semi-armored fighting-ships were 
numbered; the great three-deckers of Europe were 

in ordinary, and it foreign nations have since 
that constructed wooden war-vessels, they have 
been fast cruisers, mounting heavy rified guns, to 
police the seas and cut up commerce. . 

After the battle between the Monitor and the Merri- 
mac it was evident to ienced naval officers that 
the monitor system would supersede all others then 
—. and foreign nations as well as ourselves went 
to work to improve upon Ericsson’s ideas. The result 
has been European nations have built up large 
fron-clad navies, but we have done nothing of impor- 
“When that stragalo terminated we 

at struggle terminated we had a respectable 

force of monitors, some of them capable of eokitend. 

tog with apy vessels afloat, and for a short time we 

y obbiga fos. We Und sy 5 tial Or sete 

a ign foe. e @ system ce 
superior to any other then existing” 

however, built in a hurry, of timber 

not ly seasoned, have become unseaworthy, 

their , though still formidable at close quar- 

awep A compete with the heavy rifled ordnance 

r 


y therefore say that our Navy, as compared with 
, is like a foot-soldier armed with a pistol encoun- 
tering a mounted man clad in armor and carrying a 
breech-loading rifle. It would be easy to imagine how 
little chance the man on foot would have should a con- 
flict occur. 

Yet the day will come when the men who must lead 
the Navy into battle will find themselves placed in a 
position that will require all their professional re- 
sources, for they will not be provided with proper 
means to meet the iron-clad ships of other powers. 

We have now but six monitors fit for: service 
out of the forty-eight which appear on the Navy 
Register; twenty were long ag> condemned as unfit for 

‘The available monitors formed 
India fleet which lately Pont 


igu B 


of our West 
they Pad 


F been of little use.in a fleet-fight on account of | —sending ‘the wooden vessels abroad singly to do all 


want of 


tak in and 

These monitors were built during the late war for a 
specific purpose, which they amply fulfilled, viz., to 
operate in smoo h water nst fortifications, and for 
the defence of harbors. For such service they proved 
themselves admirably adapted, and their turrets and 
hulls, well marked with heavy shot, which did no 
harm, showed them practically invulnerable at that 
time. Possessing the heaviest ordnance then known, 
they were a match for any single ships afloat; but 
since they were built 10 or 11-inch plates have been 
easily perforated by the 11-inch rifle. 

The Whitworth muzzle-loading 9-inch gun, with a 
cha of at peasy of powder, has fired a shell 
weighin upwards of 400 pounds through a shield com- 

of three 5-inch plates of iron, interlaminated 
with two 5-inch layers of iron concrete, the whole 
forming a mass of 25 inches thickness, while the 
14-inch iron plate has been bored through and through 
by the 12-inch Krupp gun, with a steel shell, at a dis- 
tance of 1,089 yards. 

Either of the above-mentioned guns could perforate 
the turrets of any of our monitors, while the vessels 
from which they were fired could remain at a distance 
where our smooth-bore guns could do them no harm. 

If such guns could so easily demolish the turrets of 
our monitors, what chance would the latter have 
sonia ship like the Inflexible, now building in 

and? 


he is of 11,095 tons of displacement, 8,000 indi- 
cated horse-power, is to be driven at a speed of four- 
teen knots by twin-screws, and it is understood she is 
to mount four 81-ton guns, throwing a shot of 1,600 
pounds weight. 

It is very evident that such a ship, with her 24-inch 
plates of iron, would receive no damage from one of 
our monitors, except at very close quarters, a contin- 
gency which, with her speed, the Inflexible could 
always avoid. 

I mention this vessel as she is of the latest type, with 
all the most recent improvements; but to my certain 
knowledge there are upward of one hundred other 
iron-clads superior to anything we now possess in 
speed, guns, and armor. 

I draw this comparison to show how illy adapted 
our monitors are to act in concert with a fleet against 
any vessels carrying heavy rifled ordnance. 

en it was pro to repair the monitors, I 
examined them to ascertain if they would bear 
additional iron on their hulls and turrets, with the 
following result: 

Four inches of additional plating around the turrets 
ofthe Passaic class would weigh 51 tons, and cost 
about $22,000, and would dring the vesse] down in the 
water about 4 inches, making the turret 15 inches 
thick. Eight inches around turret would weigh 
about 210, pounds, cost about $44,000, and bring 
the vessel down 8 inches, making 19 inches of plating. 

The plating on the hull of a monitor of which the 
armor is 6 feet (Passaic class) weighs, for a course of 
6 feet deep, and 6 inches plating all around the hull, 
360 tons (of 2,000 pounds), which would bring the 
vessel down about 24 inches more in the water, mak- 
ing, with turrets and side-armor, 28 inches. This 
would bring the monitors’ decks pretty close to the 
water, and render it impossible to send them outside a 


arbor. 

But even this weight could not be placed on the 
monitors; they were not originally built to bear it. 
Their hulls are too and they could illy any 
extra weight beyond what they have at present, except, 
perhaps, on t turrets. 

To increase the thickness of the turrets it is neces- 
sary to put on laminated plates, for we have no ma- 
chinery in this country capable of rolling heavier than 
5 or 6 inch plates, and they would not stand 12inch 
rifled shot. 

Thus you will see that the monitors, with their pre- 
sent batteries, speed, and armor, are in no respect a 
match for the new style of iron-clads with their power- 
ful rified guns; and it was apparent to myself and to 
every officer of the West India fleet who have studied 
the subject that the monitors would have been of little 
avail if brought in collision with the foreign vessels in 
Cubian waters. 

These are matters than can be thoroughly appreci- 
ted only a mean; and although there is 
BOt an rin our N 
mand such vessels as we have, in time of war, yet naval 
poe hee bore a, will be oe life 

reputation if ever they go into ac with ‘moni- 
“To the oenensali wd h xperienced 
younger \ ave not e 
the:inconveniences of war, und look upon it merely as 
a pleasant episode, it matters little in what sort of ves- 
they goto sea. They accept any situation, and de- 
lude themselves with the hope that, no matter what the 
odds against them, victory will perch upon the banners 
of the U.S. Navy. But there will be a rude awaken- 
ing to the actual condition of affairs if we do not fol- 
low the example of foreign nations and place our Navy 
in a proper state for service. 

There is not a navy in the world that is not in ad- 
vance of us as regards ships and guns, and I, in com- 
mon with the older officers of the service, feel an anx- 
iety on the subject which cap only be appreciated by 
— who have to command fleets and take them into 

attle. 

If called upon at this time to command the paval 
forces of the United States, in case of hostilitics, a 

tion which it is my ambition and my right to fill, 
should be put to my wit’s end to succeed with such 
an incongruous set of vessels as we now possess. Pru- 
dence would probably recommend that they be shut 
up in port and no fleet operations attempted with them 
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the damage poésible unti] captured by the enemy; our 
50-gun perhaps succumbing to a ay clipper 
armed with 10-inch rifles; and our smaller crulsers 


driven oft by merchant-vessels carrying rifleguns of 
lesser calibre 


This is no exaggeration. It is simply what will occur 
when we go to war, and it would be much better to 
have no navy at all than one like the present, half- 
armed and with only half-speed, unless. we inform the 
world that our establishment is only intended for times 
of peace, and to protect the missionaries against South 
Sea savages and eastern fanatics. 

So different was the speed of the various vessels in 
the West Indies, during exercises in fleet formations, 
that considerable difficulty was encountered in getting 
them in anything like order; and, as far as gain 3 ex: 
perience in fleet-sailing was concerned, the object 
could have been better attained by employing the same 
number of steam-launches. 

I donot mean to say that the officers derived no 
benefit from the fieet-exercises, since they soon became 
aware of the inefficiency of their vessels for war pur- 
poses, and the first step toward improvement is fora 
nation to understand its weakness. : 

Of all the wooden vessels built during the rebellion, 
but three available ones are left, corstructed of unsea- 
soned timber, the best that could be procured at the 
time. All the others are decayed and laid up, en- 
cumbering our yards, or broken to pieces, or sold out 
of service. 

Of the forty-eight so-called iron-clads now on the 
Navy Register, thirty-one can never be of the least use 
oo peers or war, unless sunk as obstructions to chan- 
n 

Out of the ninety-nine wooden vessels on the list, 
only thirty-nine come properly under the head of 
‘vessels of war,” that is, vessels propelled by steam 
and sails, and carrying efficient guns; and of all these 
not one could contend with a foreign ship of equal 
size. So, in‘fact, we have only thirty-nine wooden 
ships of war and six monitors, but one of which, the 
Dictator, has good speed, and she is sadly out of 
repair. 

‘here were two classes of vessels commenced be- 
tween 1862 and 1865, the Connecticut and the Con- 
gress class, which; bad they been built of seasoned 
timber, would have proved themselves efficient with 
proper batteries. These ships have been severely cri- 
ticised, but nevertheless have proved good vessels, and 
had they a little more beam would be remarkably fine 
ones, ‘They were constructed at a time when we were 
threatened with foreign interference in our domestic 
affairs, and answered the purpose of preventing it. 
They were afterward improved by adding another 
deck, which enabled them to berth their crews com- 
fortably. 

This type of vessel is now being built by the British, 
with more beam and greater steam-power. 

But with three exceptions, all our vessels of this 
class have passed away, those on the stocks being too 
much decaved ever to be launched. 

It will réadily imagined what a terrible scourge 
vessels like-those just mentioned would be to an ene- 
my’s commerce in time of war, and it is likely that 
similar vessels with improved machinery and additional 
beam will again be introduced into the Navy, for it is 
certain they were the only ones in the service that 
proved themselves fast and good sea-boats at the same 
time. 

For all that, such ships are only fit to cruise against 
an enemy’s commerce ; as for want of resisting power 
they could never form a part of a. line of battle in a 
fleet fight. ; 

One or two of these vessels took part in the exercises 
at Key West, but I do not see that they were better 

ted for that kind of business than the rest. 

ou have po doubt a general knowledge of the con- 
dition of all the ships in the Navy, but it is not to be 
expected, in the multiplicity of your duties, that you 
could be as familiar with the subject as a professional 
man; I will therefore recapitulate what appears to me 
to be the state of the several vessels at the present time. 
Perhaps a clear statement of their condition may in- 
duce Congress to do something toward renovating the 
naval ce. 

Onur largest vessels, the Colorado, Franklin, Wabash, and 
Minnesota, pooantis about 40 guns and costing in tbe 
aggregate near: ih four millions of dollars, weie built ‘nineteen 
y ago. With the exception of the Franklin, they have only 
aeregn 4 engines and t average speed does not goven 
knots, the Franklin alone making nine knots. 

aa a an seedy Teka baichesper to take thet mae 
chine fy out and Ree there a renetving chim, building a smaller 

8 of vessel to supply Re 

. ry for the commander-in-chief of @ squadron 
t is pot necessary h Gancaki nue 6q = 


to have one of these J vessels for a " 
~ Bee a ecsan ine camaller Yoana wanhanach fens expense 


the ernment. 
eer Bex a ship of the Tennessee class can be maintained 
at one-third less e: ae than the Franktin, a: é, with the addi- 
tion of an improved battery, would be a much mare formidable 
vessel. * 

‘The Connecticut, Antietam, California, Delaware, Java, New 
York, Iowa, Niagara, Pennsylvania, and Susquehanna have all 
gone to decay, only the Tennesseeand Florida being in condition 
for service. Of the Lancaster claes, the Lancaster, now on the 
coast of Brazil, is so much out of repair that it would be uneafe 
to send her home, except in summer. She could hardly weather 
a winter-gale. This s ip is a slow sailer, and can only be re- 
paired at great expense. Her last repairs were made with unsea- 
soned timber, which has shrunk away from the live-oak. 

The Brooklyn, Péasacola, Hartford, and Richmond are slow 
old-fashioned ships, and should be rebuilt on new models an 

rovided with improved machinery and guna, @ portion of the 
atter rifles. 

The Severn is worn out, and the Congress and Worcester after 
their present cruise is up cannot be repaired to advantage, but 
must be entirely renewed. Tbe Powhatan is a good side-wheel 
vessel with fair speed, and, though not a perfectly efficient 
cruiser, is still a useful ehip-of war. The Saranac is an old ride- 
wheel vessel, rather slow, and mente ee no chance in battle 

ith a ship of the modern t of half her size, 

“The Tineke, Boatet, Omaha, and Lb bong are Po acum a 
ch perfection nearer nm any 
ee ae eee teams k their batteries with eflect, either 


esse. et they cannot wor 
pee they have not sufficient beam for the guns, or the guns 
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and Shenandosh are a handy class of vessel, but are withont | 
.. They have been mnch improv ing | 
last four years, but noone dv of bail 8 
on their modes. 

The Juniata, Oesipee, es Bearsarge, Wachusett, Mobi- 
ean, Tascarona, and Wyoming areall fair vessels, but need im. 
proved machinery and guns. Of the Nantucket, Nerraganeests 
Ashnelot, and Monocacy, the two former are worn out, and the 
two latter are only fit for surveying duty in Chinese waters. 

The Swatara has proved herself a good vessel, and has consi- 
derable speed. When the Quinnebang, Galena, Vandalia, Marion. 
and the eight new vessels are finished, it is to be hoped they will 
do as well. 

The Kansas class of veseele—six in number—should be rebuilt 
on new principles, with improved batteries and machinery. 

The Frolic, Gettysburg, ‘Tallapoosa, Wasp, Palos, and Dis- 

atch, are nothing but dispatch-veseels ; the last-named would, 

time of war, be the only efficient one. 

The seventeen sailing-vessels are, with one exception, laid up 
in ordinary, where they will probably remain until wanted for 
store and receiving ships, and the four store-ships are mostly 
worn out. 

As you are well aware, of our iron-clad monitors, the Ajax, 
Canonicus. Dictator, Mahopac, Manhattan, and Saugus are in 
good condition as far as they can be made available, and are laid 
up temporarily in Pensacola ; and the Catskill, Jason, Lehigh, 
Montauk, Nahant, Nantucket, Paesaic, and Wyandotte are un- 
dergoing repairs to place them in the same condition, which will 
occupy about ten months. 

These vessels might have been made stronger and more im- 
pervious to heavy rifled shot, by putting an additional 5 inches 
of solid plating on their turrets and bulls, but in that case it 
would have beer imporsible to send them outside a harbor, and 
the expense would have been so great that it would have béen 
better to construct new vessels, 

A hull to carry 80 much iron must be very solidly constructed 
with donble bottom and sides, which would add so much to the 
weight of the above-mentioned vessels that they would be liable 
to sink in emooth water. 

Their construction was originally planned by very clever men, 
and they were never intended for heavy weights, any more than 
a sloop of the Congress class would suit to carry 11-inch guns in 
broadside. 

Now they can be moved from one port to another, going long 
distances, though with some risk to the vessels and their crews; 
but no veseel of the smali monitor class, with nothing to prevent 
the sea breaking completely over her, can be considered a satis- 
factory sea-going ship. Depending, as the monitors do, upon 
tne junction between the turret and the deck being perfectly 
water-tight, when the turret is raised to permit it to revolve, 
this water tightness no longer exists. Consequently, in a sea- 
way these vessels cunnot revolve their turrets and fight their 


8. 

a esides this,a small monitor of the Passaic class while being 
deluged in rough weather would have her ventilation affected so 
as to destroy the health of her officers and men, a most important 
matter when the necessity of keeping a ship’s company in 
health is considered. Hence, Iam of opinion that the cass of 
ps ao abové mentioned should be kept entirely for harbor 

efence, 

Of the donble-turreted monitors, the Monadnock, Miantono- 
mob, Amphitrite, Roanoke, and Terror, (really valuable vessels,) 
want thoronga repair, and entire new hulle of iron and new en- 
gines. They conld not now go with safety from port to port, 
although intended for sea going vessels, and capable, when in 
order, of making long voyages. Some of these vessels are now 
under repair, and, as they mor. be converted into fine iron-clade, 
I would recommend that they be altered as follows: 

I propose that their hulls shonld be built on the bracket-plate 
arrangement, like the British armor-plated vessels, and like the 
turpedo-boat Alarm, the latter the first vessel built on this plan 
in the United States. 

This would give these monitors a double bottom and double 
frames throughont, and would enable them to carry nearly twice 
the thickness of iron on hull and turrets, or, at least, enough to 
make them invulnerable against the nine, twelve, and eighteen 
ton guns generally in use in foreign navies. 

If solid oak backing is used the resisting power would be still 
greater. 

These vessels should have engines of great power and simpli- 
city of design. of the compound typv, which would enable them 
to cross the ocean or cruise on our coast in the heaviest weather. 

Both the Monadn: ck and the Miantonomoh have given evi- 
dence of their ability to make long sea-voyages with comfort to 
officers and men, and this kind of vessels would no donbdt live in 
a gale where an ordinary frigate would founder. In the recon- 
struction of these vessels I would recommend a change in the 
manner of revolving the turrets, either having them move on 
balis or rollers, or have high coamings fitted with India rubber 
ame | toreach to the sillof the gun-port, for the present sys- 
tem is liable to the objection of water getting in 1n a sea-way. 

turrets havealeo unreliable machinery to raise them, to sa 
nothing of the danger of being completely disabled, while re- 
volving on their pivot, by heavy shot. 

Great diversity of opinion has existed in the minds of ex- 
perienced men with regard to the best form of fighting-ship, and 
after examining over a hundred different plans of foreign iron- 
clads, think I am juetified in the conclusion that vessels like 
the Monadnock. and Miantenomoh are better adapted for pro- 
Yenting one coasts and harbors, and for fighting, than any others 
yet duiit. 

I have seen the Monadnock in all weathers, and riding out 
heavy galés at ancher on our coast, yet she rode the sea like a 


This class of vessel has a fore and aft as well as a broadside 

fre, and be ship-can be considered an efficient fighter unless so 
structed. 

Re make thete monitors more enduring against shot, their 
plating should be solid. on the sides and turrets, or each. thick- 

ose plate shonld be at least 53¢ inches, the heaviest we are 
able to rollin thiscountyy. The laminated plates. placed upon 
our vessels during the rebellion were of 1 inch thickness, and 
a from necessity, we having, in the early periud’of the 
war, no rolling machines that could turn ont heavy plates. 

Besides, at that time, the laminated plates were sufficient to 
resist the enemy's projectiles ; but the solid plate has the advan 
tage, inasmuch as 60 great a weight of iron is not needed when 
itis since experiments prove that a properly-roli¢d 4-inch 
plate has greater resisting power than 6 inches of laminated 


The double-turreted monitors, when reconstructed,,could be 
to carry 20-inch turrets of 5-inch plates, or thicker if they 
could be obtained. This would bring them dowp:about? inches 
moré in the water, and additional draught would also be caused 
the eide-plating,- which could be remedied, however, by 
ruising the sides, giving the versels more free-board, and allow- 

‘ for larger boilers. 

° isa complete zhting-vessel unless she is able to ram 
ber nist, and it “be found id the event of war between 
two great powers that the flect possessing the best rams, other 
thin; ing équal, will win the battle. 

ramming, the crushing process is superior to the piercing, 
and I wonld recommend that the bows of our ircn clads be made 
very strong and especially adapted to this purpose. 

The present system of uaval tactics will serve very well to 
keep a fleet in order and to concentrate the veesels previous to 
an action, but when the battle commences and the ships are 
enveloped in smoke there is an end to order and signaling by 
flags, and every captain must act on orders previously given or on 

8 Own responsibility. It is evident that rams and torpedo- 
vessels will have matters pretty much their own way tien, and 
the more smoke there is the better it will be for them. 

It would be impossible for an enemy to avoid rams and 
torpedo-vessels in a dense smoke, unless continually manceuver- 
toy for the purpose, thereby breaking up the order of battle. 

be decks of our monitors have hitherto been insufficiently 
protected. Their deck-armor should be increased to 3 inches of 
steel, covered with wood, for being of rather low free-board 
these vessels are liable to damago from plunging shot. 

There are a variety of matters to be taken into consideration 
in the reconstruction of the monitors, for it wonld be only a 
waste of money to rebulld- them altogether on the old pla&, with 
the prospect of thejr turning out inferior vessels, when so many 
néw improvements can be introduced from plans perfected by 


foreign pooes. 
The chief improvements should be invulnerability and speed, 
without which latter requisites ship of war is of little nse, ex- 





cent fo ties in the defence of fortifications ageiagt the attacks 


Harbors cannot be by forts alone, for experience has 
shown that even wooden ships with ordinary emooth-bore guns 
as pose the heaviest batteries ip arative safety. 

tory records an ot he following places defended 
by heavy works were obliged to euccumh to ships, viz.: 
crane fo Neleon, St. Jean d‘Acre to the French, passage 
of the anelles to Sir John Duckworth, Algiers to Lord 
Exmonth, San Juan re Ulloa to the French and to the Ameri- 
cant, Moro Castile to the English. 

Among the numerous instances I might cite our own successes 
of recent date in the South to show that monitors are as neces- 
sary in the defence of harbors as are the land fortifications. 

lor instance, se a fleet of twenty iron-clads were to 
attack the forts at “* Narrows,” in the bay of New York, and 
that one of them should get by, what harm could the forts do 
the veseel after it had once steamed past Castle Garden, where it 
could with impunity lay the city under contribution and burn at 
leisure all the shipping ? 

No enemy would be likely to attempt ench a task, however, 
= a fleet of well-built monitors imside the harbor to follow 

em up. 

Forte are undoubtedly most necessary means of deience, but 
there are none in. existence that a modern iron-clad fleet could 
not pass, unless aided by monitors, torpedoes, and obstructions. 
Ships have a great advantage over forts, for they can retire from 
sn engegement when worsted and return with re-enforcements. 

hips ttat can bring ten guns of the heaviest calibre against.one 
must eventually succeed. 

1 monitors, and, indeed, every vessel of war, should be 
fitted with a double screw, for the power of turning rapidly will 
give a ship so fitted great advantage over one with a single screw, 
2 matter Appr ‘lated by naval men. 

I have adverted to the turning of the turrcts in monitors. The 
advoeates of the spindle system will, no doubt, raise objections 
to = J other, but one great fault of this plan is, that in a sea-wa 
a ship would be filled with water if the turret was raised. 
heavy shot, too, that might not penetrate the turret, might, per- 
— unseat it and render it unserviceable. 

hen steam is down the present method of turning renders it 
impossible tu use the tu as there is no means of working it. 

have been struck with the objections to the method in use 
for revolving monitor-turrete, when so simple a contrivance 
might be adopted, as is demonstrated at Harlem Bridge, where 
150 tons are revolved by a hydraulic jack in the hands of one 
man with comparative ease, 

There a be objections to the introduction of this plan into 
monitors, of which I am not aware, but as a practical and simple 
method it seems to me preferable to any other. 

In copanizing 8 system on which a navy has to be built, it is 
necessary to take into consideration : first, the needs of a country 
for the jon of its ce; second, the extent of coast 
to be defended and the ex condition of the sea-board 
cities ; third, the relations of the country with the other powers 
of the world and the advancement continually made in the 
science of maritime war; fourth, it is necessary to look deficien- 
cies in the face, and, at whatever cost, place the Navy in con- 
dition to meet any em mcy. 

This fis not the condition of our own Navy at present. When 
that is fully considered, it would be the height of folly to call it 
“ efficient,” for while that delusion lasts no supplies will be 
given by Congress, and we will grow more and more inferior 
every year to other powers. 

Waris at all times a dreadful alternative; still more so when 
forced u & nation so utterly unprepared as we are at present 

Is strongly on the subject because I know the real condi- 
tion of the Navy and its present inability to meet the wants of 
the nation, and I may yet live to see my country humiliated, 
from the fact that no attention has been paid to the recommen- 
dations of those whose daty it will be to lead our ships into ac- 
tion or direct their movements in time of war. 

Now is as good a time as any to inangnrate a eomprehensive 
system of naval defence, which would be the peeps term to ap- 
ply to the operations of a non-aggressive nation that does not re- 
quire a navy with which to wage aggressive war, but simply to 
protect its coasts, cities, and commerce. 


We can only maintain our position among nations by following 
in their wake in naval matters; if we do not, as we once did, set 
them the example in the quality of our ships and guns. 

We have never had @ settled policy with regard to the class of 
vessels we should build, and I here beg leave to suggest ua sys- 
tem which, if adhered to, will soon place us in a very respectable 
condition, enable us to defend our coasts, and do great damage 
to our enemies. 

Owing to the introduction of the torpedo as a means of war- 
fare, it is not likély that any nation will attempt to invade the 
coasts and harbors of an enemy as they once did, when protected 
by these devices, in addition to forts, monitors, and rams, nor 








Y | can the ports of a belligerent be thoroughly blockaded if proper 


rams and torpedo-vessels are built in sufficient numbers to oper- 
ate outside. It is impossible te protect a harbor by forts and 
sunken torpedo-mines alone, for our experience during the rebel- 
lion satisfied us that to oes, unless protected by powerful 
vessels and forts combined, would be almost useless. 

There is no difficaity in takingtorpedoes up, no matter how 
carefully planted, if not under the guns of a moving ficet. 

What would prevent boats at night from cutting the wires of 
any torpedo nest in the channel leading into New York, if the 
pw ane supported by a powerful fleet waiting to move up to 

attack? 

yea withont groping for,the hidden wires, the sunken torper 
dees could be shattered by others dévised for such purposes, 
and the mines eprung or destroyed by concussion, leaving the 


way open. 

No better plans for defending channels leading to cities could 
have been devised than those used by the confederates during 
our war. ‘hei: 8 and rivers were full of infernal machines, 
and yet, except at Charleston, no fleet was ever stopped by their 
torpedoes or their batteries, which were of the strongest kind. 
Even at the piace I have mentioned, it was found, after the 
evacuation, that nearly all the sunken mines had been rendered 
harmless by salt-water or interior condensation. Upon one oc- 
casion the ironsides anchored directly over one of these mines, 
containing a top of powder,and remained there twenty-four 
honrs, while the enemy were endeavoring in vain to explode it 
by. electricity. 

To be sure, gun-cotton, as at present arranged, does away with 
the difficulties experienced ih those days in exploding submarine 
mines, but there is no difficulty in peseking torpedo wires, even 
under the'walls of a fort, if net protected by heavy ships and 
gun. afloat. ¢ 

Even suppose ourchannrls obstructed, and that an enemy does 
not café ty try a » the | eof a harbor is‘ just as 
humiliating and damaging. Mines planted in channels will. pot 

revent au-ciemy from shutting up New York at both ends, if 

e: is superior to us in irou clade; and it is, therefore, impera- 
tively necessary that we should at orice provide for building an- 
nustiy so many tons of monitors, say five thousand tons for the 
present, until we have thirty first-class monster rams of great 
speed, armed with monster guns, in addition to our present 
force, and at least fifty iron turpedo-boats of good speed, and not 
less than one hundred tons each. 

The latter should be hauled up under cover, fitted with all 
the modern improvements, and kep: for an occasion, while 
bundreds of others could be improvised after the commencement 
of a war. 

this is partly the system pursued by Great Britain. She builds 
annually twenty-thousand tons of naval vessels, and finds it the 
cheapest way of averting war and protecting and increasing her 
commerce, which has doubled since 1865, while ours has dwindled 
away tu exactly one-half. j 

Too much confidence is felt by our Army torpedo-officers in the 
effects of their sunken devices on passing ships. 

No doubt if a torpedo should explode under a vessel it would 
instently destroy her; but out of the many planted on the bottom 
few have been found eftective in time of need, especially after 
having lain for a considerable period; and then, unless the tor- 

oes are to be fired upon impact or by circuit-closers, they 
could do no harm to «4 passing filet, in a dark night, with lights 
obscured, at a distance of one hundred yards; and what chance 
would there be of exploding a O-nest at the ht time? 
Even supposing a few ships were destroyed, that would not pre- 


ent the others from ahead. 
; All this tends te caee thet it is not explosions on the bottom 





upon wi _ rely, but on serpedo-vessdie and ficating 
aPeclihes below e surface of the water. : ete 

Recent in facts ’ 
| Tinerallty by th ‘Britieh erament which put at an: 

ity by the vi w 
doubts on "he subject, anda commander = eat! ot 
knowing that he can run within-forty fost of a mine gan Cot 
$00.9 vhing five hundred pounds, without danger to or 
nery. , 

A short time since, a committee of naval officers made ore in- 
teresting experiments with submerged torpedo-mines on the ship 
Oberon, of 649 tons, late et steam-vessel. The firet 
was with 500 pounds of the Waltham Abbey disk gun-cotton, con- 
fined in a service mine-case. 

This was fired at a horizontal distance of 100 feet from the 
nearest side of the Oberon, the mine being at vertical depth of 
36 feet below the vessel's keel, and diagonally 110 ioe 

The explosion proved entirely harmiese, as did a gecond 
and a third attack at 80 and 60 feet distance. : 

At the last experiment the mine was sunk only 50 feet ontside 
the outer line of the ship, when all present expected that the 
vessel would be blown to pieces. 

Great pains had been taken to insure her against sinking after 
the explosion, but the precantions were all unnecessary. 

“The mine was fired from Fort Monkton by, clgstrienty ; then 
followed the ueual upheaval of water, to height of more 
than a hundred feet.” “As the disturbance struck under the 
vessel’s starboaid side, she rose to the motion of the thrown-up 
waves to the height of several feet, and fell again into the outer 
swell, surging up on the crater’s e,’” 

The Oberon remained apparently unharmed, and it was only 
after she had been placed in dock that the damage seen. 
It was considerable, but not sufficient to make 3 and 
had she been one of a fleet ing a fort, she would have onl 
had her engines disabled, and could still have been towed onw 
to her destination. 

Had the Oberon been titty. feet nearer the mine she would 
probably have gone down, but this experiment shows that mies 
must either be in contact with torpedoes or nearly over them 
receive any material damage; and in shallow water the direction 
of least resistance being over the torpedo instead of toward the 
vessePs bottom, the chances are that aship with little dranght 
would pass unscathed a torpedo oa twenty feet distant. 

I have myself seen a side-wheel steamer's paddie-box blown 
off, the buckets broken, and a number of bulkheads thrown down 
by a torpedo exploding under the wheel, while the hall remained 
nniv jured, and I fired a bundred-pound torpedo on the Miesissippi 
in ten feet of water, only fifteen feet from the bow of a coal- 
barge, without the latier receiving the least damage, while 
twenty pounds in contact with the hull would have blown 
barge to atoms. These experiments hat ships have a 
chance to esca omer wy cones ee abaster 
are a number of vessels, some of them musi as - 
plosion will probably cause the chain of Pinelto be broken up. 

By experiments lately made in Sweden, it was shown that a 
mine of dynamite ‘one hundred and six feet from two other dis- 
compacted, ines coats Sem hee ee ceewenrens SO 
similar shock the electric wires wou 

There are chances, then, which should not exist, for a fleet to 
pass a fort, and they can only be neutralized by o-vessels, 
mentiene, rams, sunken mines, obstructions, forts com- 


ined. 
To build a great number of fighting-ships on any but the 
monitor pian ome inadvisable, as we require mostly iron 
vessels for the defence of our coasts. 

It is beyo: d our power to wage war on the coast of Euro- 

nean nation that is provided with proper appliances for defence. 
ur policy should be protection to our coasts and aggressive war 
on an enemy's commerce. 

If we should fit out powerful iron-clad fleets, and they should 
engage an equal force of the enemy, the destruction of either 
or both forces would have ne effect to bring about a peace ; 
neither country would suffer materially. 

It is only by destroying the commerce of a great nation that 
we could bring her te terms ; hence, one vessel like the Alabama 
roaming the occan, sinking and destroying, would do more to 
bring about peace than a dozen unwieldy iron-clads cruising in 
search of an enemy of hke character. 

For this reason, I would recommend that we should no longer 
repair the ola wooden ships, but entirely rebuild them with new 
hulls and improved machinery and gane, and we should build up 
a fleet of swift wooden cruisers, of at least twelve hundred tons, 
— the heaviest batteries and a speed of not less than fourteen 

nots. a . 

If we were to lay up our t vessels, and build a new set, 
with improved Prom rr. > fe would be economy in the end ; the 
vessels would be rnn on half the present amount of would 
require fewer men, and would do their work twice as 5 

Great Britain, following the example we set her during the 
rebellion, is —_a sage of ap Re is improving 
on our models, machinery, and guns a 

I lately read an account of the trial-trip of two of these vessels 
just built—the Raleigh, 22 guns, iron-screw f: tons, 
with sheathed bottom, and 800 horse power, the Sapp 
14 gans, screw-sloop, 1,88 tons, and er. 
former on her trial-trip made 15.3 kuote, and the , it is 
, will do still better. 





There are now building in England the f fast-clipper 
steamers, that could entirely destroy the‘ an . 
with no chance of being overtaken, viz.: Bacchants, 14; 
Diadem, 16; Diamond, 4; 4; Swan, 26; Sappho, 4 
Besides these, there are one |. and nineteen other sloops 
and frigates, wooden and of the composite kind, which, if not of 


eNO ne: vessels, and of the most 


character. 

Ybhie is the policy of a great commercial nation, our 
superior in commerce, and every year she adds twenty 
tons to her navy, never by any accident g 
Who can interfere with British commerce, a British 
subject inany part of the world, without payt 


? . 
Great Britain has a coaet-line ate times mee td than 


i 


i 


¢ 





a 


our own, and the combined navies could nut 

it with safety, while with us, as matters now stand, a fron- 

clad frigate could blockade our shores from Maine to Texas. 
Different opinions prevail with to the beat ‘of con- 

structing irou-clad cruisers that safely go the world 


without racking themselves to pieces. . 

It is necessary that we have 0 Sow et queen, np aie Oo 
convoy and protect bodies of troops in case weé desire on 
an enemy's coast. 

Experience ooniees us was sel et iron combined do not 
agree, and ships built on that pi ble soon 

a) eavy low clade, with hign free-board, are exceedingly un- 
comfortable, and rack themselves to. in a bea-way, apa. 
in the race between heavy ordnance and iron-sides, the guns 
gained so great ascen tbat it is doubtful whether wisdom 


would dictate building a sbip with heavy: Plating more than three 
feet above the water. B mhere is a Nant to quantity of iron 
which a ship can carry, while there’ to ‘be, cor ively, 
no limit to the sizé of guns, and the 38-ton cannon con- 
tracted for at Krupp’s foundery will perforate any ever 
built, 

History repeats itself in the course of centuries, Men fought 
in armor until musket-balls made it useless, and the same - 


ciple is beginnlug to ipply on wet ene iron-clad ships of 
war, especially as regards turrets an ex. 
I believe that iron sea-going ships of war will pidenatety be 
built without any armor ou the topsides; that the hull, for 
fect above and below water, and tne decks will be made as far as 
ossible impervious to shot, but that all the cape Soave will 
| ordinary iron through which the shot will be ed to \. 
This, it is true, will not afford perfect pro’ te 
company in action, as shot passing through the thin iron 
knock down everything in its course ; but this is better than 
having a turret of fifteen inches thickness crushed in upon a 
crew, and 1 believe men will fight longer and better on an open 
deck where they can see their enemy and know what is on. 
It is very denioralizing to be shut up in a turret 
killed by concussion, with the likelihood of a stray 
into the port and killing all hands. 2 Tew yours aap ota 
men would scorn such shelter, and I believe at day that 
most any one would rather take his chances on the open deck, 
Uncovered run little risk of damage by shot at sea. 
"aot re ceations. t0 game ou. too open Genk 
and there are no us Oo 
provided they are covered from grape or canister. Bulwarks 
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8 little over the height of the gun, 
ships should be built as 

aod eget weeks 

spar-deck covered with wood 


‘onadnock could carry it heavy 
action, be run out ee asa 
works cut away and still be 
d should be built without 
should be so 
Me ohtin to _ a double 
i ship. 
“7 iiotantnent than the 
as she does now. 
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have a good sea- 

hundred or more 
would carry twice as man 

and having light u works, would a sea-boat and 

lively in 4 nd cf weather. ms could be fitted to lower 

below the when 1} like the English gunboats. 

A vessel of this kind should be built on the bracket system, 
— double bottom and top frames strongly connected with the 

ull. 

Such a ship with the same steam-power would have greater 
speed than one of the heavy European iron-clads, for she would 
have geaeh love weight p< lie to her’ An —— ae + 
light fron, wooden shea ‘o her om, she wi cos 
much less and would last for years. 

carry a heav n right on their 


To enable such vessels to 

bows, they should be constructed with projections forward under 

water, like the English ships Northumberland, Hercules, Bellero- 

) a see etc., and the torpedo-vessel Alarm, just built at 
ew 


The latter has now mounted right on her bow a fifteen-inch 

and could sustain one of twenty inches, gaining sufficient 

rp ment and Mey pe | forward py reason of this projection, 

which, on the ships I propose, would answer the purpose of a 
ram. 

I _ have given a general outline of what these coo-quing iron- 
clads should be, and think that the generality of intelligent offi- 
cers will coincide in my opinions. 

These cruisers could keep the sea under sail, as well as wooden 
oats and I believe their guns would be fired with ter ra- 

ty and precision than would be ible from a turret. 
can only be built with high freeboard, 
tocover their sides with heavy plating 





: 


Turreted cruising-sbips 
which renders it n: 
all the way np. There must be a limit to this plating, which can 
never be ie thick enough to resist the largest guns. Six or 
eight heavy steel shot striking at the water-line would drive in 
their sides and probably cause them to sink, or withdraw fiom 
action to repair damages, if such a thing was possible. 
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LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Bow, New York. 


Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc?. Packed 
only in sealed one yeene canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 634 Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 


This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, G 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 124g and 64 
ibs., and in canistersofilb. . 


Military Powder. 
The Mili Powder made by this Com is extensivel 
used and highly cppreved by the U.S Goversanent, —~yo 4 
clusively u by the Russian Government for their cartridges 


in this country: 
MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET ‘and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any d tandard. Packed in wood 

















esired 8) 
or metal packages of 100 lbs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Shi 
ping Pag of all grades and sizes packed” in woos or metal 
8. 


“Great care is taken in and Powder fi rt. 
Also, Manufacturers ane fetors of the Smith Electric Ma. 
chine for exploding —, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 





WwW O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firrn Avenusg, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 
‘avy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 
usiasm ess or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it 
ven Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
lors which red for him the 





. There 
; if there were one Mr. 
we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
ip ; for he is not only a good 
tailoring in others, = 
of original systems for cutting published in boo 
fone and the'publisher of great va ered quitwasdeesaeen 
ons, pu of a ety of patterns for coa’ 
hich are furnished cut to measure or caer 
Pp) with these officers at a dis- 
@ sure, wherever they are, of 
to the most approved New 


“ Kzeposition Universelle de 1867 a Paris fe Jury International 
decerne une mention honorable a W. O. Lintricum (New York Etats 
t ‘ 


no 
thicum would, 
8 the cause of 








pg ap egy IV. Class 35. Vetements. 
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F. Ia Hay, Le Vice President de ia 

de Fowade.” 





Ww". CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor's Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of business promptly attended to for moderate 
eharges. Box 613 


ini Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
iemy of the Visitation 


At Mount de Chan near , W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire and French Course 
Bed and Bedd ending, Lights and 





ashing M 

Fauci, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per annum. .... 

Piano GMMGER 000 ccccsesccccesccecsess cesses 48 

Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 

sisterssimal ep hes ens For further particulars, 
emy. 





NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 


FOR THE YEAR 1874, 


Is now in and will be issued shortly. A limited number 
of Adve ents will be inserted in the rt at the rate of 
ET, SNE with 6 rates for 1 
locations. Advertisements will be received until the Ist of 


of the Association for 1873 or of 
4, will be sent on receipt of twenty- 

five cents to cover etc. The rt for 1874 will con- 

tain a full report of the International Match between the Irish 

and American teams, with a full record of the scores made at 

that match and the other matches upon the grounds at Creed- 

moor during the year—with diagrams of the targets. 

Add: ess H. A. GILDERSLEEVE, 
National Rifle Association, 
93 Naseau St., New York. 
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The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual ex 
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THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA. 


INCE New Orleans has been a port there bas 
always been a difficulty about crossing the bar 
of the Mississippi to get into port. The difficulty is 
one common -to all cities at-the mouths of large 
rivers where the banks are low. All such rivers 
bring down mud and sand which they carry to the 
sea, and drop at the line of tide water, forming bars. 
The larger the river the worse the bar. English and 
French seaports, aa a rule, are saved from the fre- 
quent delays and inconveniences of bars by being 
largely artificial, or in deep sheltered bays, which 
leave good anchorage outside the bar. Many French 
ports, almost all those on the Channel, are formed by 
artificial breakwaters stretching out to sea. On our 
coast the bars are a great hindrance to the success of 
many of our ports, and the number of feet of water 
on a bar at high or low water have determined the 
commercial status of more ports than one. New Or- 
leans, which has, from its position at the mouth of the 
largest river on the continent, advantages possessed 
by no other city in the Union for attracting com- 
merce, has been crippled for many years by the bar 
before the port, sixteen feet of water being the ut- 
most to be obtained on the decisive point. The at- 
tempt to better this state of things, and render the 
port practicable for large vessels, has engaged the 
attention of the Government for many years now, 
and called forth the conflicting opinions of several 
boards of engineer officers. 

New Orleans it must be remembered occupies a 
position of infinitely greater importance to the United 
States, past and. present, than any other town ever 
can. It is able to command the trade of half 
the United States. Every acre from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Appalachians, may by proper 
management, be enabled to despatch its harvests by 
cheap water communication to New Orleans, for 
every river between these mounains drains into the 
Mississippi. No wonder then that the subject should 
be thought of sufficient magnitude to justify Federal 
interest, and engage the labors of military engineers. 


$200 | The good effected by a favorable result of the under- 


taking can hardly be calculated. It would very pos 
sibly change the whole course of American internal 
trade to concentrate at New Orleans. 

The labors of the first board of engineers, com- 
posed of General Humpnreys and Colonel Assort, 
and the offer of Mr. Eaps, a civil engineer, to exe- 





cute all the work necessary, and make the harbor 


practicable for vessels of any size, resulted at last in 


‘la radical difference of opinion, which in the ab- 


sence of positive evidence on either side has caused 
the work to lie in abeyance till the present year. 
The theories may be briefly stated as follows. Mr. 
Eaps’s theory is that the river holds sediment in sus- 
pension as long as the current is rapid, and drops it 
when it is slow. He finds in the “passes” of the 
Mississippi that where they are only nine or twelve 
hundred feet wide, they are at least fifty feet deep. 
Where they widen they also shallow. He proposes 
to build jetties, beginning at the narrow points, out 
to the bar, and leave an uniform width of channel, 
so as to encourage the deposition of silt outside of 
them, expecting that the confined current will then 
scour out a passage through the bar, and move the 
latter out to sea into deep water, putting off the evil 
day for a century or two, and securing meanwhile 
sixty feet of water instead of sixteen. The Howe. 
theory propounded by Major Howe t, U. 8. Engi- 
neers, is equally simple. The military engineer de- 
pies that the jetties would have the effect claimed, 
and proposes instead to cut a canal at the beginning 
of the delta to the open sea, outside the mud 
deposits. 

Unable to decide between conflicting theories, Con- 
gress last summer authorized a new survey by a 
board of engineers, composed of Lieutenant-Colonels 
H. G. Wricut and B. 8. ALEXANDER and Major C. 
B. Comstock, U. 8. Engineers, Professor MITCHELL, 
of the Coast Survey, and Messrs. T. E. SIcKiEs, 
Minnor Roserts and H. D. Warrcoms. The report 
of that board has now arrived, and it is in favor of 
the Eaps theory, recommending its adaptation to the 
central passage, known as the South Pass. Estimates 
of the cost of the South Pass jetties, and of the canal as 
proposed on the HowELu theory are $11,5/4,200.00 
for the canal, against $7,942,110.00 for the South 
Pass. Large asthe sum is, in either case, the in- 
crease of trade as soon as iit was ascertained that a 
permanent benefit had resulted would speedily pay 
for it many times over. 

The present report is founded on a survey of the 
ground in question, and a careful inspection of the 
best European work, including that in Holland and 
that at the mouth of the Danube. General WricuHT, 
the senior officer and president of the hoard, does 
not concur in the report. He prefers the canal, but 
the other members are unanimous on the jetty sys- 
tem as offering the best chances. 





WE spoke last week of the untrustworthiness of 
our newspapers, especially as that quality has been 
exhibited in their reports and discussions of the 
Louisiana troubles. Even the best of them have as- 
sisted in confusing the questions involved in the 
‘¢ military interference,” and giving a talse color to 
the faets. A democratic lawyer of New York—the 
eminent counsellor, E. H. Sroucuron, Esq.—was the 
first high authority to sift their statements of law 
and fact, and exhibit their unfairness and unsound 
reasoning. But yet he did not succeed in bringing 
the journalists down to exact fact and truth. They 
still continue to becloud a grave question, which is 
of too high range to be discussed in a partisan spirit 
or from a standpoint of personal prejudice. The 
value of even the most reputable newspapers’ declar- 
ations may be judged from the reiterated statement 
that the President’s Messsge on the Louisiana matter 
was toned down on account of the asserted threats 
of some members of the Cabinet to resign unless he 
put its language in milder form, We have the best 
authority for saying that no member of the Cabinet 
threatened to resign, and that there was no change 
in the Message. The whole newspaper story was 
pure fiction from first. to last. 

As to the publication of General SHerman’s 
despatches—the advisability of which we questioned 
last week, on the ground that they were really co2- 
fidential and should have been so regarded—it is 
tair to say that the now famous “banditti” despatch 
was published, not from Washington, but by General 
SHERIDAN himself in New Orleans, on the 5th of 
January, the day he forwarded it to the Secretary of 
War. In giving that despatch to the New Orleans 
newspapers, his idea evidently was to bring to the 
knowledge of the White League leaders the fact that 
he had the will to punish them, and only sought the 
means to properly place his hands on them. Whe- 





ther or not he thought that the President would 
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issue the proclamation he suggested, or that Congress 
would pass the bill he referred to, we of course can- 
not say; but that he intended to bring the White 
League leaders to their muttons there is no doubt. 
The telegram was not meant for New York or Wash- 
ington, but for New Orleans, where the General was 
convinced that decisive opinions as well as actions 
were needed. 

Among the documents sent to Congress by the 
President with his Message was the translation of a 
telegram in cipher, received by the Secretary of War 
January 6th, from General Suzrman, to this effect: 
“There is some excitement in the rotunda of the 
Saint Charles Hotel to-night upon the publication by 
the newspapers of my despatch to you calling the 

" secret armed organization banditti. Give yourse'f 
no uneasiness. I seemy way clear enough if you will 
only have confidence.” The President having entire 
confidence in him, the Secretary of War accordingly 
sent the despatch dated Jan. 6th, saying that ‘‘ the 
President and all of us have full confidence and tho- 
roughly approve your course.” This reply, like the 
telegram that called it out, was made for the latitude 
of New Orleans, and was designed to show the lead- 
ers of the White League that the Administration did 
have confidence in General SHERIDAN and would 
sustain him. It is considered that. this prompt 
expression of the Secretary of War had great effect 
on the people of New Orleans, and contributed to 
produce the quiet that has reigned ever since. Any 
doubt or lack of confidence in his action expressed 
in Washington might have encouraged the turbulent 
elements of the city to revolt, and weakened the 
moral power of General SHERIDAN at a time when he 
needed it for the accomplishment of the work to 
which the President had assigned him. By producing 
astrong moral effect, it was telt that he would avoid 
the necessity of resorting to the extreme measures 
from which both he und the Government wished to 
escape, This was the motive that actuated both the 
General and the Secretary in giving publicity to 
telegrams that otherwise might have been held as 
confidential. 

This statement of facts which we feel to be justly 
due both to the Secretary of War and General SHERi- 
DAN, relieves them from the charge of want of 
thoughtfulness in publishing the despatches which 
the newspapers have made so much outcry over. 
They were given to the press, not for effect on the 
North, but on New Orleans—the seat of the disturb- 
ances General SHERIDAN was detailed to quell. In 
suggesting last week that their publication was un- 
fortunate, we had in view the uproar they created at 
the North and the use made of them bythe press of 
the country to the prejudice of the Army. 








WE give at length, on another page, the debate in 
the Senate on the bill for the relief of General S. W. 
CrawForp. It will be seen that the bill passed with 
& very important and very radical amendment, mak- 
ing it, though doubtless a relief to the particular 
Officer, a calamity to many others, 

As amended, the bill provides that all officers who 
have been, or hereafter may be retired, shall be re- 
tired on the rank they held at the time they were 
wounded, whetber in the Regular or Voluntecr 
Army. This affects all who have been promoted be- 
tween the date of their receiving their wounds and 
the date of their retirement. It makes majors who 
were retire while holding that rank in the Regular 
Army retire as captains, because they were wounded 
while captains, and afterwards, perhaps only a few 
weeks after, were promoted to be majors. It makes 
captains who were retired while holding that rank 
in the Army retire as lieutenants, because they were 
wounded in that grade. It will change the status on 
the retired list of most of the officers who have been 
wounded “in action,” and who have not lost both 
eyes or an arm or a leg, or served twenty-five years, 
Now this bill only affects officers who have been 
wounded ‘‘in action.” It does not affect those who 
have been retired on account of disease contracted in 
the Service, even though that disease was contracted 
‘in a grade or two lower than the grade held by the 
Officer at the time of his retirement. As matter of 
fact and experience, it is well known, and should be 
Understood by Congress, that the loss of an arm or 
leg is not necessarily the severest result of wounds. 
The disablement of a leg or an arm may be an equal 
calamity. A running wound ona limb that has been 


preserved may cause either greater disability or suf- 
fering than the loss of the limb itself. 

Let us see how the bill will effect three officers en- 
tering the Army as lieutenants in 1861. We will 
take three actual cases within our own knowledge. 
The first goes into a campaign and is badly wounded 
while a lieutenant. He is unfitted for service, and 
while suffering from his wounds is promoted to be a 
captain. He tries to do his duty, but it is found that 
his wounds are growing worse instead of better, and 
that he is unfitted for duty. He is retired while a 
captain, but under the bill for the “ relief of General 
CRAWFORD” he must be carried on the retired list as 
lieutenant. Why? Because he was wounded in 
action as a lieutenant and before he was promoted to 
be captain. The second in the same campaign loses 
his health, and while trying to regain it is promoted 
captain. He did not get wounded ‘‘in action—per- 
haps never went into one. He is unfitted fer duty 
by the loss of his health, so he is retired as a captain 
and remains one. Is this fair? The third perhaps 
never sees a day’s service in the field, but is pro- 
moted about the same time as the other two. After 
he has been a captain for several years, it is ascer- 
tained that he has been insane for so long a time that 
no hope is entertained for his recovery. He is re- 
tired. As he has not been wounded “in action” he 
is placed on the retired list as a captain, and he re- 
mains a captain, for only those who have been 
wounded “in action” and since promoted and retired 
are cut down and back to a lower grade than the 
one they are retiréd on. Under this bill an officer 
may be wounded as a lieutenant July 3rd, pro 
moted captain July 4th, yetif his wounds are such as 
to necessitate his retiring, and do not require his 
arms or legs to be cut off, he cannot be retired as a 
captain. 

Why should not an officer be still retired as he now 
is on the highest actual rank he has attained in the 
Regular Army at the date of his retirement? Con- 





gress certainly does not mean to reduce an officer a 
grade or two on the retired list when all of his ser- 
vice has been in the Regular Army, and he has not 
been retired on any increased rank—on any other 
than that obtained by regular promotion. 








THe Navy Department building at Washington 
has once more narrowly escaped destruction by fire. 
The fire originated at half-past twelve o’clock on the 
afternoon of January 25th. An unoccupied room in 
the upper story was soon burning fiercely, the story 
being badly damaged before the flames cou'd be 
extinguished. Thechief damage was, however, from 
the water with which the building was flooded. 
The whole Department was thrown into confusion 
for some time by vhe scramble to remove the valua- 
ble records beyond the reach of the fire, a gang of 
sailors from the Navy-yard being called in to assist. 
There was a prospect at onetime that some vacancies 
would be made in the naval list, to hasten promotions, 
but all the occupants of the building happily escaped 
any more serious injury than being kiln dried with 
smoke while trying to save their papers. It is fortu- 
nate that the Government has a new building under 
way, in which to house the Navy Department under 
the same roof with the War Department and the 
Stete Department, in a structure so safe and solid 
that the valuable records will not as now be exposed 
to destruction by fire. 





Baron Hvusneg, in his entertaining book of travels, 
called “A Ramble Around the World,” gives an 
account of an interview he had at Chicago with 
Lieutenant-General SHERIDAN, whom he said he 
would have taken for an Austrian genersl, during 
which General SHERIDAN expressed his horror of 
popular demonstrations. “Those very men who 
deafen you with their cheers to-day,” said the Lieu- 
tenant-General, “ are capable to-morrow of throwing 
stones and mud at you.” The truth of this remark, 
which recalls a similar one by the great NaPo.zon, 
has received early confirmation in the case of the 
utterer. General SHERIDAN is now undergoing his 
anticipated shower of mud and stones, and he seems 
to stand up under it with the carelessness or philo- 
sophy of a man who has just the disgust of popular 
demonstrations, friendly or unfriendly, which the 
Austrian Baron reported him as entertaining a 
twelvemonth ago. 





GENERAL BuRNsipE goes to the Senate from 
Rhode Island, AnpREw Jonnson from Tennessee, 
and Confederate General CockrELL from Missouri. 
That exalted body promises to contain in its com- 
position a rather curious mixture of representatives 
of the antagonistic events and persons of the last 
decade. It only needs that Jerrerson Davis shall 
be added to the assembly to complete the historical 
compensations, and who shall say when that event 
will be recorded ? 


THE foreign military journals of the past month 
devote considerable 5) to America and its mili- 
tary institutions. The most noticeable among the 
articles is that entitled ‘‘ Die Panzerflotte,” in the 
third and fourth issues (76th volume) of the “ Ar- 





chiv fuer die Artillerie und ur Offi Sia 
The article fills nearly forty-eight es, and isa 
review of the operations of our iron-clad fleet in the 


war of 1861-65. We withhold criticism on the arti- 
cle at present, merely remarking that the review 
when complete will include a general history of iron- 
clad fleets of all nations. We shall recur to it at 
some time in the future. In the meantime we take 
pleasure in recommending it to the perusal of all 
who can read German. 








SEcRETARY BELKNAP has sent to Congress a letter 
from Lieutenant Wheeler, in reference to the continu- 
ance of the geographical explorations and surveys 
west of the one hundredth meridian, with the earnest 
recommendation that the request for liberal appropria- 
tions for this survey may receive the careful considera- 
tion of the Committee on Military Affairs. Lieutenant 
Wheeler suggests the propriety of presenting the sub- 
ject directly to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
inasmuch as*it is one closely bearing upon the military 
service of the Government. He be ves that nearly 
all the commanding generals in the late war would 
testify that lack of correct topographical maps often 
seriously embarrassed military operations and caused 
a much greater expense than the cost of mapping the 
country. Besides this, in times of peace the economic 
bearing of the survey upon the operations of the mili- 
tary establishments, and incidentally those of the 
Indian Department and public land surveys, would 
seem to fully justify its continuance upon the plan now 
in progress. Scientific men and organizations, both in 
this country and abroad, have given the matter their 
hearty approval, showing that the work is one of 
popular as well as governmental interest. Attention is 
called to the following letter from Count von Moltke. 
Others of a similar character have been received from 
different sources: 

(Translation.] 
Beri, Dec. 7. 1874. 


After a prolonged absence from Berlin I am only 
ae ae to answer your esteemed favor of June 

First, allow me to return my most ful acknowl- 
edgments for the advance sheets of a series of atlas- 
maps sent me, which are to be published as the result 
of your explorations and surveys. This is a work of 
great value, the first evidences of which we have an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with through 
your kindness. The er bee of a topographical 
map of North America, w in areas are expressed on 
a scale as large as 1:500,000, is an undertaking the ex- 
tent of which the specialist cannot fail fully to appre- 
ciate. 

Science will acknowledge its great obligations to the 
War Department of the United States of North 
America for undertaking this immense task, requiring 
so much time and expense. It is undoubtedly in 
entire accordance with the object of this great under- 
taking that, out of the surface of the continent, 
such limited areas of which at the present time more 
special examination is made should be first selected for 
delineation. It is interesting to know the methods 
employed in producing the sheets of the geographical 
work west of the one hundredth meridian which are 
intended for publication. It is especially worthy of 
commendation that a projection has been chosen which 
admits of the continuance of the general map without 
distortion, and equally praiseworthy is. the. arrange- 
ment by which the edge of one part is made to 6 
that of another, so as to preserve the regular oblong 
figure of the section. The technical execution of the 
atlas-sheets is a pleasing one, especially that which ex- 
presses the topography of the mountains by crayon 
shading of different ations. It would be of great 
scientific value to gain more detailed information con- 
cerning the principles upon which this grand work 
prosecuted. The continuation of the work wi 
certainly be followed with the greatest interest. With 
very high esteem, I subscribe m yours, very 


t 2 G. V. MoLTxE, 
Field Marshal General and Chief of Staft of 1) 


rmy. 
First Lieutenant Gro. M. WHEELER, 
Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A. 

In conclusion Lieutenant Wheeler adds: 

All of the principal nations of Europe have had in 
operation for extended intervals surveys organized for 
the accurate mapping of their interior 3 
conducted in Russia, Prussia, Austria, France, Eng- 
land, Spain, Switzerland, and Italy, under the War 
Departments of these governments, while in this 
country it is notable that no accurate maps of compara 
tively small areas, even in its thickly-settled parts, 
exist, a fact in strange contrast with the acbievements 
of our Government in interior works where skilled 
a a Oe a to the elucidation of 
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: os the Anary Navy Jounwar mb te 
omnis gr 


RE-ENLISTMENT. 
To the Hditor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sie: Could not an effort be made to bring to the no- 
tice of Congress, a little defect in the laws in 
the re-enlistment of soldiers, which could be re 
by an act embraced in three lines. Under the pre-ent 
Jaw non-commissioned officers lose rank on their re- 
enlistment, as they have to be re-enlisted as privates, 
and if re-appointed non-commissioned officers, must go 
to the foot of the list of their grade, even if discharged 
asasenior. Supposing the best first t we have 
fn the Service is discharged by expiration of service, 
and wishes to re-enlist, he must do so as a private, 2nd 
be re-appointed first sergeant, this re-appointyent 
dating subsequent to his re-enlistment, by which pro- 
cess he loses his previous rank, and may from bein 
the senior become the junior first sergeant in his we 4 
ment, no matter how many terms he may have served 
the Government faithfully. Little advantages do arise 
once ina while, even to the ranking first sergeant, 
and, further, it would be a matter of pride, and an ob- 
ject to attain, to make the rank of a non-commissioned 
officer continuous from the original date of his ap- 
pointment as such, provided he re-enlists inside of 
twenty-four hours after his discharge. Looking upon 
the first sergeant as the most important non-commis- 
sioned officer we have in the Service, everything ought 
to be done t2 make the position a desirable one, as good 
men for the place are hard to find, and every induce- 
ment should be held out to retain those we now have, 
even to the making their pay, thirty dollars per month, 
as every first sergeant io Service who does his duty 
thoroughly, yrs 
day with board, lodging and clothing. - 

Anto BELLUM. 

Texas, January, 1875. 








“TAP” TAPPED. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Srr: In answer tothe communicaiion from ‘‘ tap,” 
which you published in your issne of November 28th, 
1874, I would give the following statement of facts: 
He states that a member of the guard had his belts 
taken off for drunkenness, but was told “‘To go and 
sin no more.” In this case the man was not confined 
for being drunk vn guard, his offence being entirely dif- 
ferent. In regard to the statement that one half of the 
company had been in the guard-house within the space 
of one week, I will merely state that out of a command 
of forty-six men, there had been confined during the 
six months ending November 14th, 1874, about a 
dozen, gelecipally for drunkenness and missing roll 
calls, and most of them had_ been punished for their 
misconduct. So that instead of four who do not Ba 

unished, there are thirty-four. ‘* Tap” also says that 
fe could not get a letter to higher officers through the 
properchannels. Did “tap” ever try to send a letter 
to higher officers? I think not. He would also leada 

in not conversant with the facts to believe that 
captain was a tyrant, and that a man could not get 
any redress from him, whereas, it is well known by 
the men that any man in the company who has 4 com- 
plaint to make about anything, or any one, can see the 
captain and make his complaint when he visits the 
company, which he does every morning. ‘The ques- 
tion may, therefore, be asked, why did ‘‘tap” not 
take advantage of this, and make bis comp it to the 
captain before rushing into print in the rid! } man- 
ner in which he has done? It does not seem necessary 
in my opinion, to De sane more of“ tap’s” letter to 
show how much fs to bé placed in his com- 
munication. REVEILLE. 

Fort ——, December 18, 1874. i 

' “ al nique i a 
sft eau od eer sad ave on oo 
ss © Reveille” eech nekiibes: Eseron} 





CIVIL SUPREMACY. 
Te the Editor of the Army and Navy Journat : 


Gre: How is it that the presence of troops in the 
Legislative Halls of Loui: Pica id a moral 
Sa to tha CHUL power?” Thett juesoabe thace Aral, 

int to the power?” r ere at all, 
as have shown in columns, could Be re- 

by none sO much as itwasand is by them 
to our mind it seems a cent illustration of 


er A eich Rison the w veal gece hug civil au 
thorities. .A civil Attorney Gen sends troops to 
Louisiana, and a civil Secretary of War sends the 
Lieutenant-General of the United States Army to see 
the troops and their surroundings. He finds them do- 
ing whatever may be ordered by the civil Governor of 
the State, the civil United States marshal, the civil de- 
puties, and at last obeying the behests of fifty legisla- 
tive commanding officers (said to have been somewhat 
uncivil) of one political party, and, again, tle behests 
of asimilar fifty of the other party—all without fear, 
favor or affection, so help’em God! This looks like 
ere mad; a sean hortagepadiog bf a 
0) hep whi ts the Army under 
ak comma of a civil cabinet officer, and a company 
under that of a civil deputy marshal or Indian agent. 
potorm. the eanssoral duty of siopting Neciad. 
uty 
might be thelr course 
action, that there were many millions of their ry- 
of our political parties, 


and impartially earns a dollar per j. 


.fin that hall ifeg 


tof the air With denunciations of their conduct: Both 
is upon them, and both were 
verily, they received their 


Shonld a w 


! of such power and be 
trusted to un hands, while the nation has men 
whose skill and mdgment in its use are a source of 
universal pride? 1s the Army the police or bulwark 
of the nation? 


B. J. LeBate. 








THE ARMY AND THE CONSTITUTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Srr: The provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States and of the laws passed by Congress in 
conformity thereto, have made it lawful for the Presi- 
dent, under certain circumstances and after compliance 
with a required formality, to use the land and naval 
force of the Nation to enforce the laws of a State. 

The language of section 4, of the 4th Article of the 
Constitution, io er pm of the circumstances is as 
follows: ** The United States shall guaranty to every 
State in this Union a republican form of Government, 
and shall protect each of them against invasion; and 
on application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened) against 
domestic violence.” Basing its action upon this section 
of the Constitution, the third Congress, in the year 
1795, passed an act, which was approved by the Presi- 
dent, George Washington, and became a iw on the 
28th of February of that year. The first section of 
this enactment reads thus: ‘‘ And in case of an in- 
surrection in any State against the government thereof, 
it shall be lawful for the President ofthe United 
States, on application of the Legislature of such State, 
or of the Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be 
convened) to call forth such number of the militia of 
any other State or States, as may be applied for, as he 
may judge sufficient to suppress such insurrection.” 
The third section of the same act prescribes the 
formality required of the President, to wit, ‘ by 
proclamation to command such insurgents to disperse 
and retire peaceably to their respective abode within a 
limited time.” By a statute approved March 3, 1807, 
in all cases of insurrection or obstruction of the laws, 
either of the United States or of any individual State 
or territory, where it is lawful for tue President to call 
forth the militia, for the purpose of suppressing such 
insurrection or of causing the laws to be executed, he 
is given a to employ for these purposes the 
land and naval forces.of the United States, observing 
the formalities directed in the act of 1795.” This is 
an epitome of the powers of the President, in cases 
where insurrections exist against the government of a 
State, or the enforcement of the laws of a State is so 
obstructed, that that State is powerless to execute 
them, by its own appliances. 

On the 14th of last September, an insurrection 
existed in the State of Louisiana. It being impossible 
to convene the Legislature, for its place of sitting was 
in the hands of insurgents, the Executive of the 
State applied to the President for troops. The State 
Executive is plainly the judge as to the fact whether 
the Legislature can be convened, as well as of the 
facts whether an insurrection or an obstruction of the 
laws exists, which he is unable to overcome. The 
President issued a proclamation as required by law, 
and sent a part of both the land and naval force to 
New Orleans, to put down the insurrection and cause 
the laws to be executed. No information has as yet 
been given the public by either the Executive of the 
U States or of the State of Louisiana, that the 
insurrection and the obstruction of the laws have 
ceased. On the contrary, it has been a fact of 
notoriety that the organizativn of the insurgents has 
never been abandoned, and that they have proclaimed 
to the ple of the nation, that the withdrawal of 
United States troops would be the siznal to arise again 
and overturn the Government. Obstructions have 
qpntinant to — to the A pee of the law. 

oO » one which occurred on the 4th of January at 
the Stare House of Louisiana. A body of a o> 
menibers of the Legistature, others claiming to be, by 
force and violence, in disobedience and open defiance 
of the laws of the State, seized possession of the hall 
of the House of Representatives. No one has 

to claim this action to be legal and proper. 
It was revolutionary. The mob thus in possession, 
being unable to maintain order, requested an officer in 
command of troops upon the ground to enforce order, 


learning that this mob had proceeded to organize itself 
and assume the name of the House of Representatives 
of Louisiana, reported the case and requested that the 
laws of the State be enforced, and that those who sat 
ly be removed therefrom; * and in 


order that the ts‘of ‘those properly there might not 


-| be phe et the violence of a priority of their 


number and outsiders, and that no one who had aright 
to a seat in that House during its organization might 
be interfered in, a list of persons legally entitled to 
seats was furnished. General Emory directed General 
De Trobriand to enforce the laws, as desired by Gover- 
nor Kellogg, namely, to eject from within the bar of 
the House ef Representatives certain persons who held 
seats their by force and in defiance of the law. This 
General De Trobriand did, and by so doing maintained 
the majesty of the law, interfered with the righ:s of 
no legal member of the Legislature, and dispersed no 
Legisiature, for at that time none existed either in law 
or fact, That thereupon a large number of foiled 
revolutionists, who were legal members, and whose 
tight to sit in that body wis not interfered with or 
denied, seen a py @ mass is true, but it 
aie 2 veluneey © rawal and not a forced ejection. 
organization of the House of Representatives was 
then with as the law directed. A vast 





| iis tha perfect peace and enforcement of the laws 


which that officer did. The Executive of the State } itary 


Jax. 80 1875 


attempting to make the public believe that an Army 
officer, the troops under bis command, has dis- 
a Legislature, It will be urg din support of 


existed at that time in Louisiana. The answer to thut 
is, if such were the case, the Army und Navy of the 
United States would not have been so largely repre- 
sented at New Orleans, and the answer is sufficient. 
It will be insisted upon that the body organized by 
force in the State House, was the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the State. It was no such thing, did not 
attempt to so reprtsent itself to the Governor, and 
certainly was not s» recognized by him. In the 
United States, when a political body claims to be a 
State Legislature, and a Governor refuses to recognize 
it as such, what is the tribunal which is to decide this 
question. The Governor is the Executive of the State 
law, andit is his duty to enforce it. He is the person 
who is to deeide between two bodies, each claiming to 
be the Legislature. This has generally been conceded, 
for this is not the first time New Orleans has witnessed 
two Legislatures in session, claiming each to be the 
proper one; nor is it the first time troops have been 
used to enforce the law. The calm quiet judgment of 
the country, when this matter shall be viewed in its 
legal aspects, without the reason of the thinker being 
clouded by political prejudices and partisan feelings, 
will at last be that the military forces at New Orleans 
on the 4th of January were handled and used for the 
enforcement of the laws of Louisiana, in accordance 
with the laws of the United States. The officers of 
the United States Army and its soldiers are not in any 
way responsible for bad laws, and the results which an 
enforcement of such laws may bring about. The peo- 
ple made the Jaws, and the people must unmake them, 
resting assured that fhe Army will obey them and 
never attempt to override them. If the combined 
wisdom of the country believes that laws passed over 
sixty years ago are bad, 1t Ought to insist upona repeal 
of them and uot feel badly with those whose duty it 
is to see that they are obeyed. It is possible, though, 
that a sober second thought will show that the laws are 
not so bad after all, if compliance with them prevents 
revolution and bloodshed, and saves life. 

Jackson, Miss., Jan. 20, 1875. SIXTEENTH. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


Senate, Jan. 19.—The Committee on Military Affairs 
reported without amendment bill for the reliet of First 
Lieutenant Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, U. 8. A. 
A committee was appointed to confer with the House 
as to its amendments, not concurred in, to the bill (S. 
588) approving the action taken by the Secretary of 
War under the act approved July 15, 1870. 
House, Jan. 19.—Communications were received 
from the Secretary of War transmitting a detailed 
statement showing the number of troops stationed in 
Alabama on Nov. 3, 1874; a statement (in compliance 
with the act of Apri] 21, 1808) of the contracts made 
by the various bureaus of the War Department during 
the year 1874; in relation to the Act of June 23, 1874, 
for making a survey of the mouth of the Mississippi 
river ; relative to an appropriation for Rock Island 
Arsenal for 1876; relative toclaim of Koman Catholic 
Mission of St. James to the military reservation at Fort 
Vancouver, W. T.; relative to the retention of pris- 
oners of the military under act of Jan. 30, 1874 ; show- 
ing the number of Regulars and Volunteers employed 
in the war with Mexico, and the casualties incident 
thereto. Objection was made by Mr. Potter to the in- 
troduction by Mr. Garfield of a resolution directing 
the Commitiee on the Library to inquire into the expe 
diency of buying Miss Ransom’s picture of Genera. 
George H. Thomas on the field of Chickamauga. The 
ground was that the artist had ‘“‘stuck up in the Capi- 
tol” her picture without the order of tae House. 
R. 4453, to amend the act ‘‘to increase pensions in cer- 
tain ca es,” approved June 18, 1874, was read a first 
and second time; referred and ordered to be printed. 
The Indian appropriation bill was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and no conclusion reached. A 

tition was presented from the St. Joseph Valley 
Medical Society in behalf of the Medical Corps of the 
Army. 
Senate, Jan, 20.—The Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from further consideration of the me- 
morial of Captain H. 8. Hawkins, Sixth United States 
Infantry, for reimbursement for property lost by sink- 
ing of steamer Miner at Yankton, Dakota, May, 1872; 
also, from consideration of the Secretary of War's re- 
commendation of an appropriation for a mil- 
rison at Fort Leavenworth, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
with a favorable opinion from tae former com- 
mittee. The same committee reported, with amend- 
ments the joint resolution (H.R. 101) construing **joint 
resolution amendatory of joint resolution for the relief 
of certain officers of the Army approved July 26, 
1806,” approved July 11, 1870, also, without amend- 
ment, bill (S. 1050) to fix the date of entry into the 
mili service of Colonel B. H. Grierson, and to cor- 
rect his record on the Army Register; adversely, and 
recommending its indefinite postponement, bill for relief 
and reappointment of Captain Thomas P.. Hunt as as- 
sistant quartermaster U. 8. A., agreed to. The Forti- 
fication bill was passed with a minor amendment. 4 

House, Jan. 20.-—Resolutions in bebalf of the Medi- 
cal Corps of the Army were presented from the Ame- 
rican Medical Association and fiom the Jefferson Medi- 

lieze of Philadelphia. 

py hee tee o1.—The bill for the relief of General 
Crawford was passed with amendments. We give the 
debate in full elsewhere. 

House, Jan. 21.—The Secretary of War was re 
quested to make — + _ —- of tue ye 

ew Haven and St. Joseph. e 

pore L. Woolsey, widow of the late Commodore 





proceeded 
amount of political capital will be manufactured by } 


Mrs. Mary 
B. Woolsey, U. 8. N., was by request taken from 
Seinen Naval Affairs, and referred to the 
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Committee on Invalid Pensions. Petitions:were re- 
ceived and referred, from James Ellis, U. 8. N., fora 
sion (Invalid Pensions); and from Lieutenant John 

. Walker, U. 5. A., for appointment of ‘2 commission 
to examine and report upon bis new and improved 
plan of towage on canals (Railways and Canals). 

Senate, Jan. 22.—A petition from the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia was presented and referred, 
on behalf of the Army Medical Corps. The 
Honse bill, to set apart to the town of Yuma, Arizona, 
a portion of the Fort Yuma military reservation, not 
exceeding ten acres, was passed. 

House, Jan. 22.—Unanimous consent was asked to 
take up and have referred the amended Dill 
for the relief of General Crawford, but 
objection was made by Mr. Butler, on tie ground that 
the Civil Rights bill must first be taken up. The bill 
(H. R. 4465), authorizing Lieutenant Commander 
Frederick Pearson, U. 8. N., to accept a decoration of 
Companion of the Military Division of the Order of 
the Bath tendered to him by the Queen of Great Bri- 
tain for his courage in the attack upon the Japanese 
forts in September, 1864, was passed. The bill (S. 
448) authorizing the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint on the retired list of 
the Navy, with the rank of first assistant engineer, 
John T. Smith, now second assistant engineer on the 
active list, was passed. 

Senate, Jan. 25.—A petition was presented and re- 
ferred, from Catherine 8. Winslow, widow of Rear- 
Admiral Winslow, praying to have a reconsideration of 
her application for au increase of pension. The com- 
mittee reported adversely the bill (S. 916) for’ the 
relief of Mrs. Ann Cornelia Lanman, and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. The bill (H. R. 480) to pro- 
vide for enlistments in the Navy, on motion of Mr. 
Cragin, was indefinitely postponed. The bill (S. 706) 
to amend the act approved July 17, 1862, ‘‘for the 
better government of the Navy,” was passed, after be- 
ing amended in title to read, ‘‘A bill to amend Section 
1422 of the Revised. Statutes of the United States,” 
and ere | out all after enacting clause, so as to 
make only a slight change in the present law. As the 
law now exists, seamen and petty officers are dis- 
charged at an Atlantic port or on the Atlantic coast. 
This puts in the Pacific coast aud Pacific ports. 

House, Jan. 25.—H. R. 4469, to regulate position of 
ome ge of English studies, history and law, at the 

aval Academy was read twice and ordered to he 
priated, also H. R. 4508, to fix the Inspector General’s 

epartment of the Army. The Senate amendment to 
the Fortification bill was concurred in. 

Senate, Jan, 26.—8. 1198, authorizing the President 
to nominate Henry 8S. Wetmore a lieutenant in the 
Navy on the retired list was introduced. 

No noticeable action in the House on this date. 








RETIREMENT OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
(Debate in the Senate January 21.) 


Mr. LoGan—I move that the bill for the relief of 
General Samuel. W. Crawford be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 
2092) for the relief of General Samuel W. Crawford, of 
the United States Army, was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that the retirement 
as a colonel, on February 19, 1873, for disability on 
account of a wound received in battle, of Brevet Ma- 
jor-General S. W. Crawford, United States Army, be 
so amended that he shall be retired and be borne on 
the retired list of the Army as a major-general as of 
and from that date, he having been in the exercise of 
the command of a major-general at the time he was 
wounded, being then in command of the First Divi- 
sion of the Twelfth Army Corps. 

The Committee on Military Affairs propose to amend 
the bill by striking out, commencing in fine 8, the fol- 
lowing words: 

Major-general as of and from the said date, he having been in 
the exercise of the command of a major-general at the time he 
was wounded, being then in command of the First Division of 
the: Twelfth Army Corps, 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 
Brigadier-genera), he having held the rank of brigadier-gene- 
Provided ‘ 


Tal at the time he was wounded : , That his retired pay 
as brigadier-general shall commence from the passage of this 


act. 

Ste, 2. That all officers of the Army who have been hereto- 
fore fetiréd by reascn of disability arising from wounds re 
ceived in action shall be considered as retired upon the actual 
rank held by them, whether in:the regular or volunteer servicé 
ae when such wound was received, and shall be borne 
on retired list and. receive hereafter accordingly; and 
this section shall be taken to include iad now 
borne 6n the retired list placed upon It on account of wounds 
tecetved in action. 

Mr. Locax—lI desire to offer this additional amend- 
ment to be added to the second section: 

Provided, That. no. part.of the for act shall.a) to 
thése officers who had beet in servite Cotaniveroaes Peder 
twenty-itve yours af the date of thetr ent, nor to those'r¢- 
tired officers who had lost'‘an'arm or leg or both eyes by reaven of 
wounds received in battle ; and that all acte or parte of.actes in- 
consistent herewith be, and are hereby, repealed. 

I will state to the Senate that under an act of Con- 
gress which was passed in 1866 it was provided— 

Officers of the regular Army entitled to be retired on account 
of disability occasioned by wounds received in tattle may be re- 
tired upon the fu!] rank of command held by them, whether in 
sah peenlar or volunteer service, at the time such wounds were 

ved. 


It is very evident that this statute was passed to 
apply to particular persons. Persons in the regular 
Army might be retired, not on their own rank, but on 
the command they held at the time of receiving the 
wound. To illustrate, a colonel, for instance, might 
by accident be in command of a brigade. AJthough 
the brigade may not have been commanded by a briga- 
dier-general, it is considered the command of a briga- 
dier-general. If he were wounded while in command 
of that brigade, this law would retire him as a brigadier- 

eral, retire him with a rank he never held, Why 
t was and why it has stood asthe law so long I cannot 
tell. At the last Congress or the Congreas before it 


was repealed and the law made applicable only to the 
rank of the officer bimself, without reference to the 
command. I do not desire to discuss it, but any oné 
who knows anything about Army matters knows how 
unfair a law of this kind would be in its application to 
different officers. 

The amendment that I have now offered is to the 
bill retiring Gen. Crawford. He is the only one, I be- 
lieve, who was not retired under the act of 1866. He 
claimed to he retired as a major-general, but he was 
not a major-general; he held the rank of brigadier. 
This bill as we propose to amend it provides that he 
may be retired as a brigadier, that being the rank he 
himself held at the time and not the rank of his com- 
mand, and at the same time .the bill is so amended as 
to apply to all persons in the Army and provide that 
their retirement shall be according to the rank held by 
themselves and not the rank of command, for there is 
no such rank. I have stated it so that the Senate may 
understand it. It applies to those who have been re- 
tired under the act of 1866. Some men who never 
held a rank higher than major have been retired as 
colonels and brigadier-generals under that act. 

There has been a great deal of complaint against the 
committee and especially against myself, on the ground 
that what we propose is a harsh measure. Some of 
the old ofticers who have been retired as major-generals, 
for instance, when they never held the rank, do not 
now want tohave itchanged. Thisis perfectly natural, 
and they have brought a great deal of pressure to bear on 
the Congress of the United States, and have defeated 
me two or three times in getting this measure passed. 
I then changed it. The amendment I offer now makes 
exceptions of certain men who have been retired. It 
mukes an exception of a man who-has been retired 
with the rank of command, if he lost an arm, if he lost 
a leg, if he lost both eyes, or if be had served in the 
Army twenty-five years at the time of his retirement. 
That makes an exception of all the old officers retired 
who were retired for wounds that absolutely rendered 
their services useless. There are a great many in the 
Army retired on a rank which they never held, and 
who are in as good health to-day as any of us. I sub- 
mitted this bill to the Secretary of War, and he wrote 
me the following memorandum that I will read to the 
Senate: 

Ihave looked over the amendment proposed to be added to 
this bill, and it strikes me that if adopted it will make the law 
more satisfactory and do away with the objections which may 
exist to the present law bill of the House of Representatives No. 
2093, a8 proposed to be amended in the Senate. 

I submitted the bill to him, with the amendment. 
He said it would do away with the objections to the 
bill by making these exceptions. For instance, a ver- 
tain gentleman in the State of New York, and a cer- 
tain gentleman in the District of Columbia who has 
lost both eyes, and several men whom I could mention, 
are in the classes which are excepted ; so that this 
mekes the bill so that it will work no hardship to any 
one, but will be fair to all. 

Mr. Scorr—During the time the act of 1866 was in 
operation, seventy-two officers were retired. I have 
before me a list furnished by the Secretary of War of 
the officers who were reti and upen looking over it 
to some extent—not fully—I find that one captain bas 
been retired as a major-general and one lieutenant has 
been. retired asa colonel. While I agree with the 
Senator from Illinois that, if it were a question of ori- 
ginal construction, I showld be inclined to think that 
the proper construction of the law was that they were 
to be retired upon the rank of the commission which 
they held at the time of their wounds, and not upon 
the rank of the transient or accidental command which 
they happened to hold; but here are seventy-two offi- 
cers who have been retired, some of them perhaps 
officers in command in the very battle in which Gene 
ral Crawford received his wound; and thus, with his 
application pending at the time the law was repealed, 
he is cut off from the benefits of that act, and officers 
who were his inferiors in tank now have a superiority 
to him both in rank and in pay upon the. retired list. 

This bill was introduced for the oe of givin 
him. the benefit of that act, as his application was pend- 
ing at-the time it was repealed. It passed the House,. 
and there was a véry favorable report made there, 
showing, more fully thanI can now state them, the 
reasons why General Crawford ought to have the 
benefit of that act. The Military Committee of the 
Senate, however, propose:now to retire him with the 
rank of a brigadier-general, and then to add a section 
which will reducé ali the officers who have been retired 
under that act to the rank of their commissions, with 
the exception of thefew who. will be-caved by the last 


amendment now proposed. 
If it be the ‘pleasanett the-Senate to reduce. the 
two officers, with these-ex¢ceptions, to the rank 


of their commissions instead of the rank of their tom- 
mand, then of course Lhave.no objection te the amend- 


ot | Taent which has been ; to retire General Craw- 


ford as a re ; but I would ask ‘the Sena- 
tor from Illinois, if it will ce i with his idea of 
propriety, that the question shall be first taken upon 
this second section, which will bring the Senate to the 
square question of whether they will reduce the officers 
who have been retired, before he asks for the vote upon 
the other part of the amendment. If that be the 
sense of the Senate, then of course there is a disagree- 
ment between the Senate and House of Representatives 
on this bill, and unless the House concurs, it will be 
necessary to go to a committee of conference. Ido 
not desire to take up time in protracting debate, but 
I wish to get this question as clearly as I can before the 
Senate and then have a decision upon it. 

As I have already said, if it were a question of the 
original construction of the act of 1866, I should be in- 
clined to think that the proper construction would be 
to retire all these officers upon the rank of their com- 
mission at the time; but it has been construed other- 
wise. They have been retired with the rank of com- 





mand, and I think in justice to General Crawford, with 


the brilliant military record which he with his 

long service, with his wound in 

he ought not to Le singled out as the p 

this question is to turn. btm be retired, as bis. 

ype was pending before w was . 
others were, and not bave an invidious 





made against him. If, however, 1t be the 
Congress to bring all these officers down together, t 

I shall have nothing more to = on the question of re- 
tiring bim as a brigadier-gen 

Mr. Locan—I do not desire to detain the Senate, 
but I will say to the Senator from Peunsylvania that 1 
think some portion of his remarks has been made un- 
der a misapprehension of the facts. He of the 
ergy So officers who have been reti 
law of 1866, and speaks of the hardship, and he states 
that one captain had teen retired as a major-general 
and one lieutenant as a colonel. What are the names? 

Mr. Scorr—I have a very long list. I cannot give the 
names just now. 

Mr. aN—He states the case of a captain, That 
rank was the rank the man held in the y; 
that was not the volunteer rank he held. This law 
does not apply to that; this authorizes his retirement 
with the volunteer rank he held. He probably was re- 
tired on the rank he did hold at the time, and if so, 
the amendment does not affect him. 

Mr. Scorr—The Senator is mistaken. I have already 
said that the retirement was of a captain in the Regular 
Army as a major-general, he holding rank of major- 
gencral in the volunteers at the time; and the same in 
reference to the lieutenant. He was a lieutenant in the 
Regular Army, and was retired as colonel because 
he was holding the command of a colonel in the vol- 
unteers, 

Mr. Cameron—If Senators will allow me, I think I 
can explain the case of the captain who was retired as 
a major-general. It was the case of Mr. Fessenden, I 
think. He was appointed a lieutenant at the beginning 
of the war and immediately Op tere to a captaincy. 
Afterwards he got a command in the volunteer service, 
and became a major-general in it, and he was retired 
on the rank he then held. 

Mr. Locan—The Senator |Mr. Scorr] will see that 
the distinction is not properly made. There is a mis- 
understanding, and frequently 1t has been’ apparent 
here, in confounding the two services. Rank in the 
Regular Army is one thing, and rank in the ‘volunteer 
army is another thing. e officers are not retired on 
their rank in the Regular Army, but they are retired on 
the rank they hold at the time in_ the volunteer army. 
That captain held a major-general’s commission; and 
therefore he was retired as major-general. He is not 
retired with tbe rank of his command, but tetired, be- 
cause he was a major-general, with his personal rank. 
So of the lieutenant. Neither of them is affected by 
this bill as amended. It only affects persons who were 
retired with the rank of their command. That is all 
this applies to; and it retires General Crawford with 
the rank he absolutely held, and not with his rank of 
command; and it brings all the rest down to thé rank 
they absolutely held and not to a fictitious rank, which 
everybody admits is just. There is no officer in the 
Army to-day but will admit that the old mode of re- 
tirement is an absurdity, and every man who will ex- 
anine it that knows anything of military life knows it 
is a mockery. 

Mr. Scort—I think the Senator from flinois has 
misunderstood me. If I did not state, I certainly in- 
tended to state, that the seventy-two who were retired 
were retired upon the rank of command which they 
held when wounded. I do not intend to say that they 
held commissions entitling them to that rank, as Gen- 
eral Crawford did in this instance. He was ordered to 
take the command of major-general although hé was 
an inferior officer. I intended to state that’ dis- 
tinctly. . 

Mr Locgan—A major-general is commander of a 
division. I have known divisions in the Army to be 
commanded for months by a colonel who never'had 
any higher rank. Every man on floor who has 
been in the Army knows that that occurred t] 
during the war. How absurd now it be to re- 
tiré that colonel as a major-general and him three- 
fourths of $7,500 a year as retired pay! I could name, 
but I do not desire to do it, an officer who was a gal- 
lant officer, who is retired as a major-general in the 
Army under this statute, retired on account of a wou 
but who is just as stout a man as I am and probably 
more able physically to do business than I am, or at 
least as ‘able to do so. von he was wounded, and un- 
der this statute he was reti as major-general, though 
his rank in the Regular Army was that of-a major. 
That is the way this Jaw has been used. My ‘and 
the object of the Military Committee is ay “to 
Tet every man retired in the Atmy‘be retired ‘with the 
tank he held at the time he board Tf it 
‘was the rank of brigadier 1, let him be brigadier- 
general whether his commission in the Regular Army 
was that of a captain, lieutenant, or what not. 

I do not say anything about the statute except that 
it was very unfair at the time it was passed. Men 
never ought to have been retired in that way at all. 
The Army Register shows, as you ‘will see by examin- 
ing it, that this amendment does not work a hardsbi 
to any man. Every man who lost a leg or arm or his 
eyesight is excepted, and every man who served twen- 
ty-five years in the Army is excepted. Who are the 
men who lost a leg or arm? A right leg was lost by 
Thomas W. Sherman. He is excepted. Of these 
seventy two officers all that have ere tors Br . 
iously are excepted under this amendment. r- 
General John U. Robinson, late Lieu!enant-Governor 
of New York, lost one leg. He is excepted by this 
amendmeot. Daniel E. Sickles lost the right leg. He 
is excepted by the amendment. George L. Hartsutt 
Joss. two loa but he is dead and it does not 
him. Richard W. Johnson is a retired 









eral, He is ted because of the 
his ‘service. Eli Long is excepted 
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of service. Brigadier-General Gabriel R. 
Peal nad both eyes shot out. He is excepted. Ha 
yan ge 7 cheng a Rear Badan gy 

act of Congress as a | >; an 
is excepted on account of havin lost his eyes, and 
I think that was . I could afford to do that. 
We could all afford to do it. John B. McIntosh lost a 


right leg. He is excepted. 
These are the only persons on the retired list who 
have lost an arm, or a leg, or eyesight ; and they are 


Then the old men retired on that list, no matter 
what the rank, ure excepted. Every man who served 
twenty-five years in the Army, so that his age is such 
that he — to have support, is excepted. 

thus amended is no hardship. It is just. 
t only applies to young officers of the Army who have 
been retired on a rank they never held, which was an 
injustice to every other officer of the Army. We have 
an wy doe of forty regiments. This law is re- 
poe: t every man who is retired on account of 
— now in the Army is retired with the rank he 


Lael 


Now, I want the Senate to understand what the 
meaning of this eps is. Take, for instance, the 
soldiers of the Mexican war; -we have some retired 

who served in the Mexican war. How were 
they retired ? They were retired on the rank they 
held—their absolute personal rank. There they stand 
on the list to-day, retired on their actual rank. We 
have officers now who were wounded in the Indian 
service who are retired. How are they retired ? On 
their absolute rank, on their personal rank, not the 
rank of command. By the action of the Senate and 
House of Representatives in 1866, you made excep- 
- tions to the general rule applicable to the Army, and 
you have seventy-two exceptions to the general rule 
that applies to those who served in the Mexican war 
and to the rest of the Army, and to all for the future. 
There stand these sueatase to all our rules and regu- 
lations, and to any rule that was ever established for 
any army in the world before. In the history of any 
army that I have ever examined I have not been able 
to find any such exceptions. I do not know of a case 
of any man ever being retired in any army until this 
statute on any rank except the rank he held ; 
but you have made a law here to retire men on rank 
they never held, on a rank they never could have ac- 
quired, for some thxt I know myself never could have 
been major-generals in the Army, and yet they are re- 
tired as major-generals. They never held the office in 
the world, but happened accidentally to be thrown 
some day into the command of a division. I could 
name 3 gentleman, but I do not desire to do it, who is 
serving now in the civil service in Europe, who was 
retired on the rank of command. His own proper 
rank was Vv lew, but he is retired tolerably high. 
Nine-tenths of the men retired on rank of command, 
when they never held the rank, are to-day occupying 
high positions, some of them in railroad employment, 
some in one employment and some in another, doing 
good business; and yet their retired pay to-day 
amounts to more than mine as Senator. I say it is 
unjust and wrong to the Army. I do not speak of the 
amount of pay they get ; I do not care about that ; but 
it is unjust to the Army of the United States, because 
they make exceptions to the rule, and you will find 
just such cases coming up every a. 

I introduced by the voice of the Military Committee 
the bill that repealed this law of 1866. It was re- 
pealed. After it was repealed Mr. Crawford was re- 
tired on his actual rank, which is that of colonel. 
Everybody else has to be retired in the same way now. 
If you pass a bill giving Mr. Crawford the rank of his 
command that he held at that time, or the rank of his 
commission at that time, and do not make it applica- 
ble to the others who have been retired, you will have 
a dozen bills here every Congress for the officers re- 
tired hereafter. Each one will be asking you to retire 
him on the rank of command under this statute be- 
cause Crawford was retired in that way, and thus you 
set the precedent. Mr. Crawford has been retired 
since the repeal of the law of 1866. Pass this bill with- 
out the amendment, and you set a precedent that will 
annoy us at every ee and we are certainly 
annoyed every year, not by applications of this charac- 
ter particularly, but in reference to rank and changes 
oy teem — are absolutely wrong and ought not 
to be permitted. 

Mr. Scotr—This was the only application pending 
at the time of the repeal. 

Mr. Logan—That is true, and therefore his case 
might be somewhat exceptional ; but yet it is a prece- 
dent for every other officer of the Army. His retire- 
ment as brigadier-general in my opinion is a fair re- 
tirement, for that was the voluntecr rank he held. I 
have ae my, Ae say against General Crawford, because 
ps Bae pee that he is a gallant officer ; but this is 

and just tohim. It increases his retired pay from 
that of colonel to brigadier-general and makes it fair 
all around and will stop special proceedings in Con- 
gress. For that reason I hope the Senate will adopt 
the amendment., 
amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Also the second section. The amendment to the first 
section was to. The bill was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendments were con- 
curred in. It was ordered that the amendments be 
engrossed and the bill read a third time. The Dill 
was read the third time, and . The title of the 
bill was amended so as to read: ‘‘ A bill for the relief 
of Samuel W. Crawford, and to fix the rank and pay 
of retired officers of the Army.” 








Tue Military Committee of the House, after consi- 
deration of the President’s asking for an in- 
appropriation for the nance Bureau, have 


creased 
fare cay ta Ne yd pe oh inp of $250, 
which is the entire sum for in the Meamage. 


ee 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tairp Cavatry.—The commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers, bugle corps, and the several troops of this 
regiment will assemble at the regimental armory, 37 and 39 
Bowery, in fatigue uniform, white gloves and side arms, for 
dismounted s and instruction, as follows: The commis- 
sioned officers January 25, February 1, March 1, and April 
5; the ‘non-commissioned officers January 26, February 2, 
March 2, and Apel 4. The several troops as fol- 
lows, viz.: Troop A, February 3 and 17, March 8 and 2 
oP land 19; B, February 4 and 18, March 9 an 

April 2 and 19; ‘Troop ©, Febcuary 5 and 19, March 10 
and 23, April 7 and 20 : Troop D, Feb: 8 and 23, March 
li and , April8 and 20; Troop E, February 9 and 
March 12 and 24, April 9 and 21 ; F, February 10 an 
25, March 15 and 24, April 12 and 21 s el February 11 
and 26, March 16 and 25, April 13 and 22; Treop H, Febru- 
ary 12, March 8, 17, and 25, April 14 and 22; Troo I, Feb- 
ruary 15, March 4, 18, and 26, April 15 and 23; Troop K, 
February 16, March 5, 19, and 26, April 16 and 23. The 
above-named drills will be under the supervision of the lieu- 
tenant-coloneland majors. The above non-commissioned 
officers’ drills will be under the command and instruction of 
Adjutant August Bickel. The bugle corps will also assem- 
ble for instruction and practice in the various signals at 
least twice a month, at such time as Chief Bugler William 
Fetzer may direct; he will send a - of his order to 
headquarters. Squadron commanders will notice that two 
companies are driiling on the same evening ; they will com- 
bine and form a battalion under command of the senior 
captain, and execute battalion movements in accordance 
with new tactics‘ The instructions will be strictly accord- 
ing to the United States Cavalry Tactics, now used by this 
command. An order for officers’ theoretical instruction and 
regimental wing drills at the State Arsenal will be issued in 
Special Orders hereafter. Roll-call of all above drills at 8 
o'clock Pp. m. sharp. 


SEVENTY-NINTH InFANTRY.—This command helda drill on 
the evening of Wednesday, 20th inst., Lieutenant-Colonel 
Laing being in command, and some of the staff officers of 
General Ward being present. The drill opened without 
parade, there being six companies in single rank, each hav- 
ing a front of only twelve men. The men, notwithstanding 
their lack of numbers, presented a good and neat appear- 
ance. After ‘‘rear open order” was given, there was an 
exercise in the manual for a few minutes. We should like 
to have seen this better done, and with a little more snap, 
but it was the fault of individual recruits, which in a double 
rank formation would not be noticed so much. After the 
manual, the command was given, ‘‘ Forward guide centre” 
and “fours left about.” These movements were not well 
executed at first, there being some of the fours which went 
“right about ” instead of left, the — of the right com- 
pany repeating the command several times, the reverse of 
what it should have been. After repeating the above move- 
ments a few times, the command was given “ In place rest.” 
After coming again to ‘‘attention” there was an informal 
review, which was gone ——- fairly, except that one offi- 
cer did not, in saluting, cast his eyes to the stand of the 
reviewing officer, and another did not salute until abreast 
of it. The wheelin , however, was very well done. 

After the review the battalion marched in column of fours 
round the room, coming again into line. This was poorly 
done at first, but the second time was an improvement. 
“Right of companies to the rear into column ” was executed 
three.or four times, with the consequent left into line 
wheel. These movements were made with indifferent suc- 
cess at first, there being distance lost in wheeling into line, 
which was mainly the fault of the right captain. The next 
mancuvre was “right front into line.” This was well done, 
although there were no guides thrown out. ‘‘ Close column 
by division on first division, right in front” was fairly well 
done, the commandant of the third division, however, tak- 
ing too much space for a close column. The deployment 
into line was accomplished without fault. This was followed 
bp ployment by division on third division and deployment 
into line. These were also well executed, although we would 
like to see the guides a little more accurate. The next 
movement was “ double column, fours left and right ” fol- 
lowed by “change direction by the right flank. These 
were both done excellently. The deployment from the 
above into line was creditably performed. The con- 
clusion of the drill was for the most part in column of fours. 
The latter movements were a great improvement on the 
first, there being a visible disposition to do better than be- 
fore. The whole concluded with a parade, which was a 
success. We have to call attention to one fault—that we 
have already noticed in several of the regiments parading 
at the arsenal this winter —ithatof the congene being dis- 
missed before the officers disperse. This should never oc- 
cur, and the first sergeants should be instructed by their 
captains to that end. ; 

e would like to see this regiment with a greater number 
of men and in better condition. The command is suscepti- 
ble of vast improvement, the men being attentive and steady, 
and showing a willingness to do their best. The main fault 
lies with the line officers, some of whose shortcomings we 
have passed over. A theoretical school for officers in the 
regiment would be one step in the right direction. We will 
look for the next drill, hoping to see a good turn out, and 
a better showing of officers. We hear that the Seventy- 
ninth is likely to have a new colonel who is a good officer 
and soldier ; this will be a good thiug. In the meantime 
let us urge the officers to do their best, and remind them 
that we have an interest in seeing them do well, and shall 
always have—to use a quotation from their poetic country- 
man Burns—“‘a chiel amang them takin’ notes,” who will 
give them the report they deserve, be it favorable or other- 





THIRTY-SECOND InFaNTRY.—This regiment, except the 
staff and drum corps, will assemble in fatigue uniform (white 
loves) at the armory, for diill and instruction, as follows : 
ght wing, ee A, B, D, and G, on: Wednesday, 
February 3 and 17, Margh 3 and 17, April 7 and 21, 1875‘ 
left wing, Companies E, F, C, and H, on b pe a Feb- 
ruary 10 and 24, March 10 and 24, April 14 and 28, 1875. 
Assembly at 8 o’clock p.m. The drum-major will detail 
two drummers for each of these drills, and the fife-major a 
corresponding number of fifers. No visitors will be ad- 
mitted to these drills. The following changes in this com- 
mand are hereby announced : Expelled, by a vote of their 
company, which action is hereby approved, Privates Charles 
Quast, Joseph Lang, Chas. Siegler and Louis Kessel, Com- 
A, December 19, 1874. Returned to the ranks on his own 
application, Sergeant Adolph H. Getting, Company H, De- 
—- a aly Loy a Nr “3 B. Firmbach from 
pany m . on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability’ Privates F. Schiefer and Lonis Brogle, 
Company F. The following- recruits will report to 
their companies for = August Schmidt, Com: D; 
William Miley, Gompeer ; John Miley, Company ¥; Chas’ 
Ruckh, Company H ; Myers, Com . 
pat the battalio 
to put the n 


movements in 





piain Styles, the colonel tried | well 
some simple 


bling ‘‘ holloa—hup,” to suit every movement. Twice over, 
confusion ensued from this cause. The double quick was 
accompanied by too much otmeine. Moreover it might 
be for the regiment to drop double time, till quick 
time is properly understood. 


TWENTY-SECOND InFANTRY.—The right wing of this regi- 
ment, consisting of Companies A, B, G, F, and D, equalized 
in twelve files each, double rank, drilled at the regimental 
armory in Fourteenth street on Monday, 25th inst. The 
order specified 8 Pp. m., and at about five minutes after that 
time the first sergeant’s call was beaten. It took seventeen 
minutes to equalize the companies, and when adjutant’s 
call was beaten, it was twenty-three minutes after eight. 
Then followed a series of marchings and counter-marchings 
of the most elaborate description, ending, after seven 
minutes more, in a wrong formation. Some companies had 
bayonets fixed, some had not, and the line had to be formed 
over again. Just previous to adjutant’s call, one com- 
pany had become weary of standing idle, and broke out 
singing a jolly chorus, with that exuberance of spirits so 
charming to the military spectator. The second formation 
took only three minutes and a half, and the battalion was 
formed with a crook, for which no reason existed, as there 
was plenty of room for a straight line. The companies 
were commanded by the lieutenants, and Captain Styles 
drilled the battalion. Afterwards, the captains and colonel 
took charge. Captain Styles gave the battalion half an 
hour in the manual of arms, which was fairly executed, but 
showed that squad drill had been neglected in the regi- 
ment. The motions were not as clean and rapid as they 
ought to be, and battalion drill is no place to teach the 
school of the soldier. That ought to have been learned 
before. To be sure, it looks very pretty in the street to see 
all the hands going together, but twenty minutes battalion 
drill in the manent is a waste of time which would better be 
employed in teaching the rapid movements used in brigade 
drill. The fault is not peculiar to the Twenty-second. It 
exists in all our National Guard regiments which place their 
whole reliance on street movements. We have seen it ex- 
emplified strikingly in brigade drills where such regiments 
are put along side of less ambitious ones, whose attention 
had been devoted to evolutions and not exclusively to the 
manual. The Twenty-second looked well, and, in the main, 
behaved well, a great many lady spectators being present. 
The singing, before mentioned, was the only objectionable 
feature in their general behavior. 


SevENTH InFanTRY.—On Saturday evening, 23d inst., the 
non-commissioned ofticers of this regiment were formed 
into a battalion of ten companies of twelve front in single 
rank, and exercised in the school of the battalion, the com- 
any officers being present as at other battalion drills, and 
ieutenant-Colonel Ryder being the instructor. The move- 
ments were—torming the battalion; opening and closing 
ranks ; marching to the rear and by the flank; breaking 
from right to march to left by fours and wheeling into line 
again. The column of fours was then formed on right into 
line, followed by double column of fours, formed to the 
right and on right into line. Columns of companies and 
divisions were then formed by wheeling, and afterwards by 
the right of subdivisions to the rear. The ordinary com- 

any column movements followed, and the ployment and 
} goss of close columns. The rally by divisions and 
reforming of divisions were used as closing movements. 
All these things were not only done, but well done. The 
sole fault observable was that in which the Seventh takes 
pride—that of stiffness. The men resembled lay figures 
moved by wires, and fulfilled the old notion of a soldier as 
compounded of ramrods and pipe clay. The few technical 
errors observable were in the guides, who now require to be 
very rapid, intelligent men, without stiffness. A very little 
instruction will make these perfect, and we await the first 
full battalion drill of the Seventh with expectations of very 
good movements. 


Srxty-ninTH InFrantry.—On Monday evening, 25th inst., 
our representative arrived late at the battalion drill of this 
command at the arsenal, having been detained at the drill 
of the Twenty-second. We found the men marching steadi- 
ly, and soon after we entered they went into line by two 
movements, having altered direction previously. The 
movements were ‘* bars left, rear companies left front into 
line.” The first time of doing this was good ; the second, 
better. Colonel Cavanagh formed close columns, marched 
in company fronts, wheeled into line, and went by right of 
divisions to the rear into column. Each movement was 
repeated at least twice, and better done each time. The 
Sixty-ninth has made considerable “x since the drill 
season opened, in their movements. ‘The captains, in par- 
ticular, do better, and seem to have their wits about them 
more, besides acquiring that mechanical habit of drill, which 
is better than all the book study in the world. The men 
would be hard to improve on. Finer looking fellows we 
have seldom seen. In the execution of the manual they 
have improved greatly, all but the ‘“‘order arms.” Here 
they make altogether too much noise, and the spectators 
encourage them by foolish applause. We have not yet seen 
a regiment in the National Guard that executes the ‘*‘ order 
arms” in any way near that prescribed by the tactics. 
Colonef Cavanagh would only discourage this unsoldierly 
banging in his a. he would do a good deed. ’ 

At the dismissal of parade, before the officers had dis- 

rsed, the sergeants closed ranks and stacked arms. This 
is not right. It looks very bad. If the men want to get 
home, it is easy for the colonel to dismiss the officers quick- 
ly, but the sergeants ought not to be allowed to take the 
matter in their own hands so early. After the dismissal, 
the dispersal was exceedingly quiet, much more so than in 
some “crack” regiments that we could name, when the 
reins are relaxed. 


NatronaL Guarp Rerorm.—The Albany ‘‘Sunday Press ” 
holds forth on this subject in the following article, which 
we print to give both sides of the question, as viewed by 
National Guardsmen : “It is conceded by all that our Na- 
tional Guard, as it at present exists, is not what it should 
be. One reason assigned for this, and we deem it a con- 
sistent one, is the fact, that National Guard organizations 
do not receive such encouragement from the State as they 
deserve. . Besides, another disadvantage is the 
term of enlistment. This provision is decidedly obnoxious 
to a majority of the Guardsmen, and interferes seriously 
with success. Now, we have always argued that there 
should be more independence connected with the several 
companies of the National Guard. The State should allow 
each regularly organized company « specific sum of money 
annually for uniforms and equipments, permit the organi- 
zation to adopt their own style of uniform, and make the 
term of enlistments entirely voluntary. In this way alone 
can the National Guard be kept in a healthy condition. If 
men were allowed to join and leave organizations at will, 
companies would always be kept up to the standard, and 
fall parades of regiments would naturally follow. Then 
again, if companies were permitted to establish their own 
uniforms there would be a rivalry in appearance and excel- 
lence ; and better discipline would follow. Regiments look 

uniformed alike, but would they not look equally at- 





if each company was attired differently? . . . - 
eee ity is bos on much needed as interest and disci- 


line Both could be acquired if our theory of conducting 
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the National Guard was adopted. . . . Ifeach company 
here owned its own uniform, more care would be taken of 
it. Ifa man could join and resign when he pleased, the 
ranks would always be full, and instead of skeleton regi- 
ments appearing on parade, there would be imposing mili- 
tary displays.” 

All this is very nice—for the members. If the State pays 
for the uniform and the man owns it, and stays as long as 
he pleases, there is little doubt that the ranks would be full 
on parades. They might even get too full—ot the same class 
ealled in the late war ‘‘bummers” and ‘‘ bounty jumpers.” 
The trouble would be, that duty of any kind, unconnected 
with parades, would soon be ata discount, and that parades 
would soon degenerate into “‘ sprees.” Our friend falls into 
the old mistake of supposing that parades are the only 
duties in which National Guardsmen should be called on to 
take part. His¢heory would relegate us to the ante bellum 
days of Major-General McFlimsey and the Independent 
Muskateers. If this is all the argument our opponents have 
to offer, we hope they will trot it out in every paper in the 
land, to fall dead of its own absurdity. What we want to 
see is a National Guard composed of soldiers as good as our 
volunteers or as the Swiss and German militia. 


Tue Evective System.—From the letter of a correspon- 
dent we extract the following arguments in favor of this 
system, in answer to our article of last week on the Roehr 
troubles. Our correspondent says: . . . “To your 
statements I beg to take exception. By section 207, M.C., 
a punishment suited to the offence is provided. You 
claim that this whole trouble is due to what you call the 
‘elective system.’ . . . If you intend to say it is due to 
the elective system as laid down by the Code, I must differ. 
I claim that if the system of promotion as prescribed by the 
Code is faithfully adhered to, and its provisions properly 
enforced by the commandant of the regiment, brigade, or 
division, as the case may require, the election by the lower 

rades amounts to nothing more nor less than a recommen- 

ation, and that it may be rendered impossible for an_in- 
competent officer to be commissioned.” Our correspondent 
then quotes section 69 and proceeds: ‘‘ Should an improper 
person be elected the colonel can report the case, through 
intervening headquarters, to the Governor, who will order 
the would-be-officer before a board or his brigade com- 
mander. Should he ‘ be adjudged unqualified, another per- 
son shall be elected or Ley and in default of such 
election, the vacancy shall be filled by the Commander-in- 
Chief.’” After some unfavorable comment on Colonel 
Roehr’s case, the correspondent concludes: . . . “* Be- 
fore making sweeping changes in the Code, would 1t not be 
well to give its present provisions a fair trial? When 
amendments are in order, the sections relating to courts- 
martial, which were so altered by the last Legislature as 
to make it impossible to holdacourtin the First divi- 
sion, appear to demand attention before others of much 
less importance.” LEVENAX. 

Ep.—At the present time, when considerable interest 
exists in the National Guard of New York on the subject of 
Code Reform, we are glad to find that the present bad sys- 
tem can find no better advocacy than that of our corre- 
spondent. His letter is probably the very best that could 
possibly be written on that side. It is temperate, careful, 
and shows a love for the militia system. And yet itis wd 
an apology for a dead system. The letter closes by plead- 
ing for a fair trial of the Code, and places a little technicality 
caused by the omission of three words in section 197, above 
tke method of selecting officers inimportance. The trouble 
about sections 69 and 207 of the Code is that they are only 
permissive, not obligatory, that the court-martials and 
examining boards implied by them, are too slow and cum- 
brous for practical use. The absurdity especially of making 
& regimental court depend on a brigade judge-advocate, or 
even that a brigadier should be bothered with such stuff at 
all, is transparent. Like all defenders of the elective sys- 
tem, our friend strains at the gnat of legislative looseness 
implied in section 197 of the Code, remedied with perfect 
ease, and swallows the camel of election, which gave us 
Bull Run. The elective system had a fair trial—for a cen- 
tury. It failed usin need more than once. Let us try to 
open 1876 with a system that will stand war as well as peace, 
not an effete jumble of bad traditions that the next war 
must knock to pieces in a week. 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— GENERAL RaTuBONE’s parting report was a good one. He 
alks good military common sense, in recommending a reduction 
of numbers of skeleton regiments in the First division. 


— Company I, Third Cavalry, Captain Lambrecht, held its 
eleventh annual reception at Germania Hall last week on Wed- 
nesday, 20th. 


— Company B, Eleventh regiment, Captain Charles Grote com- 
manding, held a fancy dress ball at the Germania Assembly 
Rooms on Tuesuay, 19th inst. 

— Tue Seventh had 701 men present at all parades last year. 
This is a real regiment for numbers. 


— Company C, Eleventh Infantry, Captain Wm. Haueer, will 
pm reception at Germania Assembly Rooms Tuesday, Febru 
yy. 


— Tue Twenty-second and Ninety-sixth run each other hard in 
numbers present at last year’s drills, beiug 457 and 428. -These 
are fair sized regiments. 

_— Caprain Peter Her, of Company G, Fifty-fifth, has re- 
signed. 

— Tue Third Cavalry seems to have more men thdn most in 
fantry regiments, 407 being present at parades last year. 


— THE Seventy-first will drill at the arsenal February 20, in 
fatigue. On the 22d they will probably turn out in bearskins. 

—Tue Eleventh, Sixty-ninth, Sixth, Seventy-ninth, and 
Twelfth follow with their numbers in regular order last year. 

hey average from 320 to 400 men each, about what a full regi- 
Ment would be at the end of a hard campaign. 


Pox: THe Washington Greys have formed a rifle club, and elected 
or President, Sergeant A. T. Decker ; Vice-President, Quarter- 
master D. Wilson ; Treasurer, Lieutenant L. Rozell ; Secretary, 
Sergeant W. 8. Harrison. . 
— THE skeletons of the First division are preparing for con- 
— which will very soon be upon them like a thief in the 
~- THE nomination for Chief of Ordnance goes to the Senate 
this week. 
— Tue First division has lost Tompkins Square. The bill has 
been passed making it a park. 
— Company K, Ninth regiment, Captain Bird W. Spencer, held 
6 annual reception at Lyric Hall, Wednesday, 2ist inst. 
— An election is ordered for colonel in the Ninth regiment on 
Monday night, February ist. . 
the, Masor Wizson, recently elected to the Twelfth, has passed 
© examining board before which he was ordered at his own re- 
quest. He will make a capable as well as a popular officer. 


— On Wednesday evening, 27th inst., the Twelfth regiment 
bmp at the arsenal.. Want of space prevents us saying more 
8 week than that it was the best battalion drill we have seen in 


New York city. Next week we will give a full account. 


— ‘THE Military Association has mainly re-elected its last year’s 
oficers. Next week we will give a full account of proosedings, 

“—— Husted continues president. 
1978. HE civil officers of Company B, Thirty-second regiment, for 
are: Co Adam Kreg, president; John Walter, vice- 


Presidont ; 
itech, Treat Brohler, secretary,! and Sergeant John Boe- 


— Coronet Georges A. Brey is the new elected commandant of 
the Fifty-fourth regiment (Rochester), and he will reappoint the 
handsome Quartermaster M. H. Sinith, when the documents 
come from Albany. 

—ATa moots, of Company D, Eleventh Infantry, Tuesday, 
19th inst., Joseph Lurch was elected second lieutenant. On Wed- 
nesday, 20th, F. G. Anderson, of the Fourteenth Brooklyn, was 
elected second lieutenant of Company K, Eleventh. 

—In the Fifty-fifth warrants have been issued to Sergeants 
Henry Vogt and Charles Wilson, Corporals Charles Freely, Paul 
Greenwald, Chas. Schmitt, Chas. Goldzier, Gustav Neuman, and 
Simon Sultan, all of Company C. 

— First Sergeant Scrymser, of Company K, Seventh In- 
fantry, who has returned to the ranks at his own request 
was a model sergeant. His station has been filled by Corpora’ 
John H. Livingston, but his place is not so easy to fill. Private 
Tinker is corporal, vice Livingston, promoted. 


— AT a recent business meeting of Company C, Ninth Infantry, 
were elected for President, Captain J. C. C. Tallman ; Recording 
Secretary, T. H. Dreher; Financial Secretary, 0. D. Squires ; 
Treasurer, Gilford Harvey. 


— Mr. Edmund Johnson, of the Irish team, wno made 150 
points in the Interuational Match, has challenged our Fulton to 
shoot twenty-five shots at 1,000 yards, Wimbledon rules. If Ful- 
ton takes the match he will probably take the money, judging 
from the International Match, where he beat Johnson 21 points. 

— THE usual annual bill for giving the Seventh an armory up 
town has been introduced this session by Hon. T. C. ry ell. 
This time it is to be above the Grand Central Depot at Sixty- 
sixth street and Fourth avenue. Before the Centennial, it is 
hoped that the bill may pass. 

— Tue board of officers of the Eleventh have elected for the 
current year Captain Charles Grote, of Company B, treasurer ; 
First Lieutenant Chas. Oberle y, of Company B, secretary ; Major 
Sussma", Captain William Hauser, of Company C, First Lieuten- 
ant William Gunther, of Company I, finance committee; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Unbekant, Captain Nicholas Narweson, and Cap- 
tain Frederick K. Klouz, general committee. 

— Ar the drill of the Separate Troop Cavalry, Eleventh bri- 
gade, last Thursday evening, two men left the ranks and sur- 
rendered their swords to the captain, informing him that they 
would not drill any longer, because a lieutenant attempted to 
correct them when they were in the right ; and the lieutenant 
says they were yomne. This is another little incident peculiar to 
companies electing their own officeis. They elect such capable 
men, and obey them so well. 

— Tue Grand Army of the Republic, Department of New York, 
held its annual encampment at Rochester on the 20th and 2ist 
inst., and re-elected Captain John Palmer, of Albany, department 
commander, A large number of the delegates on their retarn 
home in the cars formed an organization temporarily known as 
the ‘*B’s,’’ with Captain Frank M. Clark its temporary Most 
Noble B. The semi-annual encampment of the G. A. R. will be 
held in July at Norwich, and the annual encampment at Albany 
in January. By the way, some of the wives of the jolly comrades 
are of the opinion that G. A. R. means—Going after Rum, be- 
cause a | come home happy whenever they have attended a 
meeting of the post. 





NEW JERSEY. 


Governor's Starr.—The following officers are announced on 
the personal staff of the Commander-in-Chief: John Vought, 
lieutenant-colonel and aide-de-camp; Alfred Reed, lieutenant- 
colonel and aide-de-camp; Oscar Keen, lieutenant-colonel and 
aide-de-camp ; James W. Vroom, lieutenant-colonel and aide-de- 
camp. a 


TweNTy-THIRD InFanTRY.—The field and line officers, 
sergeant-major, sergeants, and four files from each com- 
pany, including all the corporals, will assemble at the armo- 
ry, in fatigue uniform, at 7:45 o’clock, for drill and instruec- 
tion : Companies C, D, E, and F, on Thursday, January 28, 
and Friday, February 12, Companies A, B, G, and K, on 
Friday, January 29, and Tuesday, February 9. As these 
drills will be devoted entirely to instruction, no spectators 
will be admitted. 

Commissions—Rufus F. Zogbaum, captain, with rank 
from September 28, 1874, vice Charles 8. West, resigned ; 
T. Jeff. Stevens, first lieutenant, with rank from September 
28, 1874, vice Rufus F. Zogbaum, promoted; Harris K. 
Smith, second lieutenant, with rank from September 28, 
1874, vice T. Jeff. Stevens, ee. 

Resignations—Captain Dudley W. Van Ingen—retired, 
at his own request, from active duty, after eleven years 
continuous service as captain, 8. O. No. 152, c. s., General 
Headquarters, 8. N. Y., dated December 10, 1874, under 

rovisions of section 103, Military Code ; First Lieutenant 

ucius H. Conklin, November 30, 1874; Lieutenant Roland 
A, Birdsall, November.17, 1874. 

Changes—John T. O’Hara, of Company F, detailed as 
right general guide, November 2, 1874, vice Altred C. Bunce ; 
Rowland B. Malloy, of Company B, detailed as left general 
guide, November 2, 1874. 


Firty-FirtH InFantTRY.—This regiment drilled at the 
arsenal on Tuesday, 26th inst., with six companies of twelve 
front. We do not intend to enlarge on the movements. To 
be plain, the Fifty-fifth is nowa terribly green regiment, 
and Colonel Gilon has before him a well nigh hopeless task. 
He himself, luckily, is an excellent tactician, and a disci- 
plinarian of the first order ; but such a stupid set of officers 
as he has to contend with, we have never yet seen. If 
Colonel Gilon was a German, he might do better, but as it 
is, with a number of officers who do not seem to under- 
stand a word of English, his task is not enviable, We 
should like very much to see the Fifty-fifth consolidated 
with some other semi-German regiment with a few decent 
officers, with Colonel Gilon in command. There might be 
some hope then, As it is, we are sorry for a good officer 
thrown away on such utterly hopeless material. The Fifty- 
fifth, when it was French, was quick and good. Nowit is 
German, it is perfectly excruciating. The lieutenants do 
uot know enough to come to the front at open order. 


CONNECTICUT. 


First Inrantry.—At a meeting of the officers of the First 
regiment, held in Central Hall, New Britain, Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. A. Tyler was elected colonel. After the usual speeches, Colo- 
nel Tyler announced the following appointments: Adjutant, 
Captain Wm. Berry, formerly of the Twelfth Connecticut, with 
the rank of hy ert Quartermaster, Dr. H. C. Bullock, with the 
rank of first lieutenant ; Paymaster, Richard Joslyn, with the 
rank of first lieutenant ;,Surgeon, Geo. F. Hawley, M.D., with 
the rank of major; Assistant Surgeon, Grosvenor Swan, M.D., 
with the rank of first lieutenant ; hegiete, Rev. F. H. Buffum ; 
Judge-Advocate, Thomas McManus, with the rank of major. A 
subsequent ballot for lieutenant-colonel, resulted in the e!ection 
of Major W. E. Cone to that. office. Captain Hudson was then 
unanimously elected major, but declined the election. L. A. 
Barber, formerly lieutenant of the City Guard, was then unan- 
imously elected major. 


Sreconp InrantrRy.—Captain Theodore Byxbee, commanding 
Company I, is directed to assemble his command at the compa- 
ny ee on January 25, and on February 8, in full dress uni- 
form, with white gloves, tor inspection, drill, and instruction in 
the School of the Neca G eparatory to said inspections 
and drills, Captain Byxbee is authorized to hold semi-weekly 
drills of his command, and to fine for non-attendance. 

Captain Jacob G. Phile, commanding Serond company Gover- 


nor’s Foot Guard, having ified his willingness and desire to 
participate in the drills of the Second, will assemble his company 
in fatigue uniform, at Union armory, on the 2d and 18th days of 


February, 1875, at 8:30 o’clock P. m., on each of said days, for 

mec Ueny BEhllps eotnanding Company D, wil 
enry D. 5 pany D, as- 

a his command in fa uniform, at Union armory, on the 





——— 
2d and 18th days of Febr — at 8:30 o'clock P. x., for bat- 
talion drill with Governor's Foot Guard, 3 
Private Clayton H. Redfield, of Company F, is promoted to be 
quartermaster sergeant. 

The drill on Thursday, 2ist, by Foot Guards and D, 
Second, was rly attended, Company D 22 the 
Foot Guard 32 men. The was the of three that 
have been held, and showcd the n of theoretical drill of 
officers and men. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


R. A. asks: “Can a militiaman get a discharge after 
served seven years, and having from time te time through 
term of enlistment lost about one year’s time, but = the fines 
and dues imposed for the lost time ?”” ANSWER. ° 

A. H. Honxer writes us: ‘Can you inform ns by what route 
the Swatera will return from the Venus transit expedition?” 
Answer.—Is coming to San Francisco, Cal. ; will probably be 
there about the middie of February next. 


T. M. A., Fort McKavett, Texas, writes: “‘€an you inform me 
where and for what price the rules and material for the military 
game of Kriegspiel don the German-Irish) can be obtaiued ? 
also, whether special maps are required for it?” Answxr.— It 
can be imported from Europe through any book seller, ps 
are uncertain. Any large scale map will do, the era- 
tum being that the blocks representing the troops shall be made 
according to the scale. The rules have been published in Eng- 
land but not here. 


Fort Ferrerman, January 10, 1875, writes: “I or a te ap- 
plicant for the position of post i 'y-sergeant; U. 8. Arm: 
and having first class recommendations aasouaanres my appli- 
cation, both from officers of this regiment and my en- 
listment, and seeing that some non-commissioned of this 
regiment making their application at a later day than me have 
got the appointment, I would rg meg J aek through your pa- 

er how it is that I never heard from my application, although’ I 

aye sufficient proof to know that my application was recom- 
mended by the colonel commanding the regiment.” ANSWER.— 
The probable reason is that fat berths in the Army, like kissing, 
go by favor. 


Company C, Camp McDowell, A. T., December 18, 1874, asks : 
1. * Does a post trader have to get permission from the War De- 
partment to be such inacamp? 2. Can anyone elseopen a store 
on a reservation without permission from the com offi- 
cer, or would they have to apply to the heaaquarters of the De- 
partment for permission ?’” ANswER.—1. Yes. 2. Post traders 
and sutlers are licensed by the military authorities, bnt the reser- 
vations are governed by the Indian agents,and traders are licensed 


by them. 

An Unrortrunate Marine, U.8. Saranac, October 25, 187 
asks : “ Whether I will be entitled to transportation East or not 
I enlisted in Boston in 1869; came out on the Pacific coast in 
1871 on board of the U. 8. steamer California, and deserted the 
same year. I gave myself up in March, 1873, at Mare Island Ma 
rine Barracks, where I was restored to duty without trial or pun 

transporta- 





ishment.” ANswER.—The applicant is entitled to 
tion to the destination be claims on discharge. 


Neprone asks : ‘‘ What are the proper steps to take to obtain 
an appointment as paymaster or assistant paymaster in the U 
S. Navy, and the usual amount of bonds required ?” ANnswEr.— 
1. Admission into the pay corps of the Navy is through th 
lowest grade—that of assistant permecser. he appointments 
are made by the President by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. Application for appointment can be le either to 
the President or the Secretary of the Navy. The age foradmis- 
sion is not less than 21 nor more than 26, and the examination is 
not competitive. 2. The bonds are $10,000. There are at t 
no vacancies, the number being just what the law alows. We 
can only advise our correspondent to muster all the influence he 
can and make his application if he wishes to enter the pay corps. 
The soptegaee are always numerous, and where one succeeds 
fifty fail. The examination is one which men of. ordinary intel- 
ligence and education can pass. 


M. Garrx writes: 1. “I wish you would decide a couple of 
questions for ove of your friends. I had a dispute the other 
night with a sergeant of my company who calls self an old 
soldier. He told me the officer of the day gave orders to the ser- 
gcant of the guard the other day to retain all letters directed to 
any prisoners in the guard-house, and give them to him so he 
could open them and see what they concern about (or better for 
to read them). Suppose a man gets in thatg -house for a 
small offence, say for missing a roll-call, and is going to be tried 
by a garrison court-martial, has an officer aright to interfere with 
such a man’s private letters ? That old fool said he has, and I 
won't believe it, and that is what we had the fuss about. 2. Can 
a captain compel a man to do the company writing for him 
unless he wants to?” ANnsweR.—l. The officer of the day is 
— to —- pee — as —— else, for open- 
ing letters. 2. Company clerks get extra pay, but are not actual! 
compelled to do anything but military duties, od 


Mrs. Macaiz BusteEep, New York, January 19, 18%, writes as 
follows, but without address: ‘“‘Iam a married woman, and my 





husband 1s in the Army : his regiment is stationed at Fort Stan- 
ion, N. M.; he joined poog ae | G, Eighth U. 8. Cavalry, in Oc- 
tober, 1873, and I have not rece ved one cent from him since. A 
letter was brought by the letter carrier to my house, on the 18th 
inst., and as I happened not to be there at the time, it was taken 





back again, to the General Post-oftice, as I thought, but on in- 
quiry at that establishment, I learned to my sorrow that nothing 
was seen or heard of the said letter, What makes me so anxious 
about it, I believe it contai.ed money, or something to that effect. 
Dear Mr. Editor will you be so kind as to give me what informa- 
tion you can on the subject ? and by so doing you will favor me 
very much,” Answer.—You had better write to him. If he 
chooses he can have his pay or part of it sent home to you. Be 
particular to put his pany and regi t on the letter. Look 
in the JouRNAL table for the staticn. 


GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE, 


Colonel John H. King, Ninth Infantry, Sunerintendent. 


Albany, N. Y....419 Broadway....1st Lt.O. B. Read, = Inf. 
Baltimore, Md...218 W. Pratt st...1et Lt. H. M. Benson; 7th Inf, 
Boston, Mass....2 Bulfinch st..... 1st Lt. C. kK. Jewett,10th Inf, 
Brooklyn, N. Y..17 Broadway..... Ist Lt. C. B. Western, 14th Inf, 
Buffalo, N. °... het bad Bt 

change Bld’ng.. 1st Lt. J. P. mpeson, 3d Inf. 
Chicago, Ills.....32 N. Canal st....1st Lt. A. H. Bowman, 9th Inf. 
Cleveland, O.....142 & 144 Seneca let Lt'F. eB 

etunet.,.... scene isi 5 endall, 25th Inf, 
Ind’apolis, Ind..17 & 19 Wash- : 
ington street... 1st Lt, T. H. Logan, 5th Inf. 
Jersey C’y, N. J. 13 ped st. .1st Lt, J. F. Munson, 6th Inf. 
New York City..109 West strcet..1st Lt. J. Harold, 19th Inf. 
New York City..100 Walker st.... Ist Lt. G. A. G 23d Inf 
St. Louis, Mo...148. Fourth st...1st Lt. W. T. Hartz, Inf. 


Headquarters General Recruiting Service, New York City, 


Colonel Joun H. Kune, 9th Inf., angst. G.R. 8. 
First Lt. Horace Vere, 4th Inf., A. A. A. G 
DEPOTS. } 
Fort Columbus, N. Y., Harbor and Newport Barracks, Ky. 
Major R. E. A. Crofton, 17th Inf. Commanding Depot. 
Surgeon J. J. Milhau. U.s. A., Depot Surgeon. 
Asst. Surgeon A. H. Hoff, U. 8. A., Asst. to Depot Surgeon, 
. 8. Roberts, 17th Inf., Post Adjutant. 
First Lt. Wm. Auman, 13th Infantry. 
First Lt. F. M. Lynde, 1st Infantry. 
First Lt. J. 8. ng. 2th goo : F 
First Lt. R. G. Rutherford, 12th Infantry, A. A. Q. M. 
A. A. 8 mn A. F. Steigers, U. 8. A. . 
Major E. C. Mason, 2ist Iufa 


U. 8. 
Surgeon E. Swift, U.S. A., Dept 8 Depot . 
First Lt. H. Marcotte, 17th Infantry, 1% A. Q. M, t 
0 2 
5° oe | 














First Lt, L. M. Morris, 20th! 
First Lt. J. A. Ha 2ist 
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A.A Surgeon G. W, Adair, U. 8.4,” 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 
‘Russian a on for 1875 has been laid before 
ho Conea of the pire. Amongst the principal | be based on two 
items of ture are: War Ministry, 179,600, 


‘youbles; Admiralty, 25,800,000 roubles, 


Tur Journal d’Alsace states that the forts con- 
structed around Metz now cover a circumference of 
24 kilometres. The is Fort Frederic Charles, 


formerly Fort St. Quentin, 3,500 metres from the | o¢ 


cathedral of Metz; and as this fort was not construc- 
ted for many guns, Fort Manstcin has been erected a 
little to the west, and united to it by strong entrench- 
ments; Fert Alvensleben, to the north, is the former 
Plappeville; near it is the armed fort of Woippy, and 
further on towards the east Fort Manteuffel, formerly 
St. Julien; while to the south is Fort Geben, for- 
merly Queleu, and between this and Mapteuffel is 
mow being built Fort Zastrow. 

AN announcement made by the celebrated Krupp 
would seem to indicate, says the Army and Navy 
Gazette, that the new armament of Germany, as far 
a3 guns are concerned, is completed, or very nearly 
so. The firm of Krupp declares that a reduction of 

has become necessary in consequence of a 
slackness of demand. Preceding years, it is said, 
gave the mines such an extraordinary amount of 
work that extraordinary salaries were paid. This 
happy period has now been replaced by a critical 
period, and a t number of workers, even in steel, 
’ are having their services dispensed with. Under all 
circumstances Mr. Krupp, much to his regret, finds 
himself obliged ‘to reauce the salaries which he has 
been paying at Essen and elsewhere. 


Tue Army ant Navy Gazetle of London says: “ The 
Army anv Navy Journat (of New York), December 
26, contains a drawing of Captain Ericsson’s “ aggres- 
sive torpedo” in the act of striking the section of a 
ship, ‘which will be readily recognised as that of 
the British iron-clad Devastation. We are obliged 
‘to our contemporary for the compliment of the selec- 
‘tion, but have to hope that the illustration may 
always prove a mere fancy sketch. Certainly, the 
Devastation is not likely to cross the Atlantic in 
search of the ‘aggressive torpedo.’ Our contem- 
porary has a very distressful article on the condition 
of the American Navy, which we hope is a fanc 
aketch also.” We join moat heartily in the first, an 
wish we had reason tu indulge the last hope of our 
contemporary. 

Tae Voce della Verita publishes a report of the 
Pope’s speech to the Roman nobles. His Holiness 
said the revolution which commenced in 1849 was at 
first timid and hypocritical. It wished the Pope to 
be combative an aggressive, but as the Pope did 
not desire to be combative in a revolutionary sense, 
he left Rome. Subsequently the revolution became 
more powerful, and at the present time it marched 
onward, without sparing any one. The Pope then 
condemned the revolution for compelling young men 
to enter the army and thereby place both their bodies 
and souls in jeopardy. He severely stigmatised the 
corruption with which they were surrounded. The 
revolution also endeavored to persuade the Roman 
nobility to follow a diplomatic or a military career, 
but certainly not a legal career, for that required 
tranquillity to enable its members to devote them- 
selyes to study. The Pope advised his hearers to 
reject the insinuating counsels given them, and to 
occupy themselves patiently with domestic affairs, 
and to pray to the infant Jesus to strengthen their 
faith. 


On Wednesday, says a London paper, at the Pres- 
ton Sheriffs’ Court, Ann Kenny, a good-looking Irish 
girl, brought an action for breach ot promise of mar- 

inst Jonathan Gull, a gunner in the Royal 
Artillery. The plaintiff lived at Ballyherron, near 
Wexford, Ireland, and the defendant’s wife, when 
visiting there in 1873, extolled the virtues of her 
husband to the plaintiff. Mrs. Gull died soon after, 
and Miss Kenny corresponded with the defendant, 
who was then stationed at Newhaven, respecting 
her affairs. Although the parties had never seen 
each other a courtship was struck up between them, 
the acquaintance being cemented by cartes. The 
plaintit® subsequently sold ber business and came 
over to Liverpool to be married, but the defendant 
never put in an appearance. Some very amusing 
correspondence was read, and at the close the Under 
Sheriff intimated that considering the defendant’s 
position -a widower with three children, in receipt 
of only 2s. per day—the action ought never to have 
been entered. The jury awarded the plaintift £5 
‘damages, and the Under Sheriff refused to certify for 
costs. 

Tae following is from Nuval Science for January : 
When the iron clad ships Tonnant, Lave, and Devas- 
tation appeared off Sebastopol, representing the first 
conception of a new navy, the straggle commenced 
between the old navy, which may be said to have 
then arrived at its fullest development, and that 
which represented the earliest dawn of a new mode 
of thought. Screw ships have led to the abandon- 
ment of canvas as the sole motive power, and after a 
brief interval themselves came to be looked on as 





valuable quality for naval officers which it formerly 

. Much ability is now, as for- 
merly, for the command of a ship; but it must now 
requisites—science and co 
An inteliect trained in the s¢iences which bear on 
naval matters renders its possessor the ablest com- 
mander after he has been initiated into the practice 
of the naval profession, which must now be looked 
on as the starting-point for learning, not the means 
for giving the capacity for the command of a vessel 

war. 


Tue following communication, from a private 
source, dated at Hageman, Alsace, describes the 
scene which was witnessed at that place during the 
first military muster of the young men, inbabitants 
of the district, who were liable to the service, into 
the ranks of Emperor William’s army. The writer, 
dating on the 10th of December, 1874, says: To-day 
is a gloomy day for the inhabitants of this place, as 
before their houses they see passing groups of young 
Alsacians who are mustered into tne Prussian mili- 
tary service. Heart-rending, heart-breaking, it is, 
indeed, to hear the farewell songs of these brave 
young men, who cry out as they oy my “We 
will never fight for the Prussians.” me one may 
say, “‘ Why die not these young men join the French 
service ?” The main reason is because many, in fact 
most of them, had an aged mother or father to sup- 
port, and if they had taken the French oath they 
could not have remained two years longer at home. 
So to have the good of one they had to make the 
sacrifice of the other. Not a woman or man, indeed, 
who saw the young fellows pass could keep from 
shedding tears, 

Tae London Times, in an article on the German 
navy, which has attracted much attention in Eng- 
land, says that the programme of 1873 for the German 
navy as revised and corrected in the past year is to 
provide as quickly as possible eight first-class iron- 
clads, six iron-clad corvettes, two monitors, and 
three iron-clad gunboats, twenty unarmored corvettes, 
six despatch boats, eighteen unarmored gunboats, 

and twenty-eight torpedo vessels. The greater part) 
of this force will be ready in the year 1875. The 
eight first-class iron-clads are to be sea-going vessels, 

carrying 9-inch or 10-inch armor and an armament of 
10-inch Krupp guns. Of this class of ship England, 
Germany, and France each possess three at the pre- 
sent time, and France is building one, England two, 

and Germany five additionel. The~Zimes remarks: 

“Tf, as some authorities tell us, the Sultan, Hercules, 
and Monarch are the most formidable ships afloat in 
our navy, we might be excused for feeling a little 
uncomfortable at the thought that the Superb and 
Temeraire are the only others of the same class which 
we have now in course of construction. But, holding 
as we do, with our principal naval constructors, the 
unmasted iron-clad, of which we have two built and 
two building, is the first-class fighting-vessel of the 
immediate future,” it finds the situation more hopeful. 
Tue celebrated Almanach de Gotha estimates the 
military forces of the European Powers as follows: 
Germany (including Bavaria), 31,830 officers, 1,329,- 

600 men, 314,970 horses, 2,700 field-guns, 820 siege 
pieces, The 4th battalions, which Germany pro- 
to raise, are not included in the above figures ; 

when these are completed Germany will $8 
88,948 officers, 1,684,200 men, with about 332,C00 
horses, Even in these colossal figures the ambulance 
corps is not counted, and the entire military force of 
the country might still be increased by 335,000 men. 

France is set down as possessing a military force of 
1,098,400, of which 635,700 are ready to take the 
field. To these figures must be added two battalions 
of the Territorial Army, and two battalions of the 
Reserve of the Active army, which are being formed 
for each of the 144 regiments of infantry. In all, 
France will only be about 100,000 men behind her 
powerful rival, with whom she is evidently destined 
to try conclusions once more, Russia appears for- 
midable on paper, and is down as possessing 1,376,- 
860 men; but these include Cossacks of the Don and 
the Caucasian and Asiatic contingents. Russia, ac- 
cording to the same authority, can place 762,000 
men in the field. The British forces look very beg- 
garly in comparison with these immense masses. 
The Guards, Line, and Militia are set down at 280,240 
men ; troops available for the field, 93,860. 


Tue Vienna correspondent of the London Times 
writes: “A new invention of Major-General Achatius, 
one of the Artillery Committee, is just now exciting 
considerable interest in military circles, and even be- 
yond them. It is a composition which he calls steel 
bronze, because both in power of resistance and elas- 
ticity he considers it equal to steel. The tests, as far 
as they have gone, are favorable. Above 1,000 shots 
have been fired with increased charges from a gun 
made of this bronze composition without the least 
deterioration being visible. The grooves, which are 
the first to suffer with bronze guns, are as perfect as 
they were on the first day, Hitherto the experiments 
have been made with the common projectile in use 
with the present bronze gun. The experiments are 
to be continued with closely-adjusted ——o and 
the last test is to be the bursting of the projectile in 
the Should it stand all these tests a battery 
range and 





have the advantage of being lighter, and con- 
sequently superior for handling and manceuvring in 
heavy ground, which will be a great source of saving; 


urage. | for it is calculated that tbe present bronze gun mig t 
ch 


be transformed at about one-fourth of the cost wh 

a change to steel guns would entail. It would, too, 
be much cheaper, for the worn-out guns might be 
recast, instead, as with steel guns, of being sold for 
old iron.” 

A LeTTeR from Nice of the 80th December, to a 
London paper, says: “ The officers of the American 
man-of-war Franklin gave a fete yesterday in the 
roadstead of Villafranca. Early in the morning that 
vessel was dressed in its gayest colors, exhibiting the 
American, English, French, Italian, and Russian 
flags. .The invitations were to a matinée dansante. 
The commander and officers of the Franklin ‘restaient 
chez eux.’ Morning dances, as usual, only commence 
in the afternoon, and it was not until then that the 
boats of the ship were drawn up in order under its 
broadside, the seamen at their oars, waiting for the 
signal that the guests were ready to embark, The 
visitors arrived from Nice, Cannes, Monaco, Mentone 
and San Remo, and were conveyed on board in 
batches ; they comprised all the most distinguished 
residents and strangers at the winter resorts along 
that part of the coast, the ladies exhibiting their 
most elegant toilettes on the occasion. The roadstead 
presented a most animated spectacle, being crowded 
with boats and other small craft, amidst which stood 
conspicuous the Russian yachts Standart and Ogar- 
ewna and the frigate Kniaz-Pozarsky, all stationed 
there in attendance on the Empress Marie during her 
stay at San Remo. On board the Franklin dancing 
was kept up with great spirit, quadrilles, waltzes, 
and mazurkas succeeding each other without inter- 
ruption. The buffet was supplied with every gastro- 
nomic delicacy. It was nightfall when the last of 
the company left the vessel, delighted with the en- 
tertainment and unanimous in praising the courtesy 
and amiability of their hosts of the Franklin.” 


Tue London Bread Arrow says: A Portsmouth 
paper, judging from the tone of some recent corres- 
pondence in the New York Army anp Navy Jour- 
NAL, respecting the Oberon experimeuts, thinks that 
the current of trans-Atlantic professional opinion is 
setting rather against the extensive use of submarine 
mines and torpedoes for harbor defence. One writer 
says: ‘‘These experiments have shown conclusively 
that the power of the anchored torpedo has been 
greatly overrated.” Another observes: ‘‘ The Oberon 
experiments show the practical difficulties to be so 
great that the submarine mine may be rejected as a 
means of defence... .. We may place in the same 
category such moveable torpedoes as are intended to 
be operated trom a considerable distance such as the 
Lay or Whitehead. . . . The projected armored tor- 
edo boat we dismiss as incapable of sufficient speed, 
and fall back on the ‘ bag of powder on the end of a 
pole,’ carried by small swift launches, as the most 
efficient means of harbor defence yet developed.” 
Our contemporary by no means endorses all these re 
marks, but he thinks there is unquestionably a cer- 
tain significance in this revulsion of American opinion 
on the subject of torpedoes, when it is remembered 
that it was in the United States where they were first 
regularly employed during the civil war, and that 
the subject is one upon which a great deal of atten- 
tion has been bestowed on the other side of the 
Atlantic. There is one remark of one of the writers 
above referred to which, however, is worth noting, 
namely, that as regards torpedoes it is foolish to in- 
dulge in “ abstract theories, instead of depending on 
the only certain method of reaching trustworthy 
conclusions, which is practical experiments.” Not 
that this view of the matter by any means compels us 
to admit the wisdom of the Oberon “ two-edged ex- 
riments ;” for, as we stated at the time, we should 
ave preferred to have seen a vessel fitted as a fair 
representative type of foreign ironclads operated 
upon, instead of one got up to resemble the Herew/es. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 

Tne Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles iu 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMY AND Navy 
JourRNaL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








WE are authorized to say for Messrs. Pomeroy & Co. 
744 Broadway, N. Y., that having perfected thelr Band 
Trusses, they now send them to patients on trial, sub- 
ject to return if not satisfactory. For particulars, 
write to them, referring to this notice. 








vendish tobacco advertised by Messrs. W. W. 
ey Rochester, is a peculiar 











